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1              Comments by Meeting Attendees

2                           ***

3          TAIT GALLOWAY:  I'll just make a couple

4 comments just as you consider going forward.  I guess

5 wherever possible -- and my comments are germane just to

6 the City of San Diego.  On the I-15 corridor and the

7 I-5, to look at options, I understand some of the

8 earlier discussions of I-15 was looking at an aerial

9 structure, potentially looking at grade structure or

10 below grade.  I understand there's probably cost and

11 right-of-way issues.  But if that could be at least

12 considered or evaluated as part of the environmental.

13          The other -- one of the other issues dealing

14 with alignment is, as part of a working group and our

15 discussions with the City of San Diego and High-Speed

16 Rail team, was an option of looking at a route that went

17 through University City that potentially could avoid

18 using the Rose Canyon right-of-way and hooking up with

19 Interstate 5.

20          And then likewise, as it goes down the I-5

21 corridor, the option of looking at different alignments

22 both at grade, below, and aerial structures to minimize

23 visual impacts would be welcome by the City.

24          I guess the other two are more questions.  The

25 other one is dealing with SB 375 and the work that the
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1 local jurisdictions in the County of San Diego are

2 working with SANDAG at the long range assumptions that

3 we're making for 2050 to avoid the commute out of the

4 region.  So in other words, looking at how we would

5 house our future population for 2050.

6          So this actually brings up an interesting thing

7 I hadn't thought about before.  A gentleman had made it

8 during the presentation about future development

9 happening outside in Greenfield Development.  So

10 essentially, that's what we had been assuming before.

11 But now because of SB 375, we're assuming growth now is

12 gonna happen within the region.  So it kind of brings up

13 an interesting scenario, I don't think one that's been

14 thought of before, or at least hasn't been addressed as

15 part of the SANDAG forecast process we're currently

16 working on.

17          And then finally, I would just ask about land

18 use compatibility and TOD development.  Are you gonna be

19 working with the jurisdictions in terms of what land use

20 assumptions, or are you just going to assume what the

21 current plans are in place that would be allowed?

22 Basically, how are you gonna address that in the

23 environmental document?

24          For the record, my name is Tait Galloway, and

25 I'm with the City of San Diego City Planning and Use
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1 Department.

2          MS. WILKINSON:  We will address those

3 questions.  I know that for the land use, the way we're

4 organizing ourselves is we're gonna be meeting with the

5 different technical working groups.  And SANDAG is in

6 the process of forming the representatives that are

7 gonna represent the individual jurisdictions for

8 San Diego County.  And so as working with that group,

9 and it might be yourself or others from the City

10 planning department, we're gonna be taking that

11 information and incorporating it into the EIR/EIS.

12          But it does -- I do believe we are going to be

13 required to look at existing and approved land uses when

14 we do our evaluation.  So it will depend on the timing

15 of where you're at on your plan updates.

16          Any other comments, questions?

17          DEBBIE KNIGHT:  My name is Debbie Knight.  I'm

18 executive director of Friends of Rose Canyon.  And I've

19 been doing this somewhat similar presentation at our

20 planning group and also the previous scoping meetings in

21 the past couple of days.

22          I would just like to mention that it's been

23 made -- there's been very, very strong support in our

24 community, certainly, and I think elsewhere, to study

25 the I-15 to Qualcomm Row, which was in the program EIR.
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1 It was -- had actually many advantages in the program

2 EIR.  It had better ridership.  It had less impacts.  It

3 was shorter route.  It was a quicker time, and I-15 to

4 Qualcomm.

5          There were also options looking at going down

6 from there to downtown but also ending at Qualcomm.  And

7 I think it's really important.  I don't -- I'm not

8 sure -- we've been assured at other meetings that there

9 might be a chance to look at that.

10          The only reason it isn't listed here is because

11 SANDAG and the City of San Diego had said they didn't

12 want it considered.  But it was certainly a very viable

13 alternative based on the program EIR.  And I would

14 encourage the agencies here to also request that that be

15 studied, because I think it's really a mistake to go

16 forward with an alternative here through

17 University City, potentially through the canyon, or the

18 only way to avoid the canyon, massive tunneling, that

19 you're looking at cost effectiveness and ridership are

20 things that the agencies should request that the I-15 to

21 Qualcomm be studied.  Thank you.

22          MS. WILKINSON:  Thank you.

23          TED ANASIS:  I'm Ted Anasis with the San Diego

24 County Regional Airport Authority, and I just have four

25 comments.
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1          The first is really related to the purpose and

2 need in the document, primarily from -- just as a

3 background, the Airport Authority operates San Diego

4 International Airport, but it's also the land use

5 compatibility planning agency or airport land use

6 commission for San Diego County.  And there is an

7 airport land use compatibility plan that will be

8 prepared for San Diego International Airport that guides

9 land uses surrounding the airport, including safety and

10 requirements.

11          So related to planning and land use, I would

12 suggest that there be analysis or compatibility with the

13 adopted airport master plan, the proposed airport use

14 compatibility plan for San Diego International Airport

15 and consistency with the destination Lindbergh

16 multiagency planning effort, and specifically where the

17 rail station he would connect to the -- to

18 Lindbergh Field.

19          The second comment related to purpose and need

20 is also just essentially collaboration and

21 substantiation of the forecast for passenger demand, and

22 just friendly advice to make sure that there's

23 coordination amongst the assumptions and the technical

24 analysis for the passenger demand.

25          More specifically related to the third comment
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1 is related to operations.  Around an airport there are

2 federal aviation requirements and some safety and

3 security concerns.  So those should be thought through

4 in terms of the proximity of the station to the airport.

5          And then finally, circulation, traffic and

6 parking, there are local road and intersection

7 challenges around an airport station or connection, the

8 rail crossings, and then cooperation amongst parking

9 facilities.

10          MS. WILKINSON:  Thanks, Ted.

11          ANDY HAMILTON:  I'm Andy Hamilton with the

12 Air Pollution Control District for San Diego.  And my

13 comments are basically that the air quality analysis,

14 I'm wondering how deep the analysis is gonna go.

15          There's the immediate impacts, and then there

16 are the induced impacts, you know, within a couple of

17 years.  But then there's impacts within 10, 15, 20

18 years.  And probably most of those will be positive, but

19 not all of them.  And I'm just -- my comment is, you

20 know, of course at some point you have to cut off how

21 much you're gonna study.  But I'd be interested to see

22 how that decision will be made.

23          There will be induced -- this facility is not

24 like anything else we've cited.  It's like an airport,

25 but it's also like a train station for a conventional
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1 train.  And so I think we need to think of it very

2 differently.

3          In my mind, this -- it provides an opportunity

4 for the state to demonstrate best practices not only in

5 terms of a, you know, a High-Speed Rail system but also

6 in terms of the local streets and roads around and the

7 urban design.  And it would be good if, in addition to

8 building this facility, there be some money provided to

9 the local governments to do traffic calming, pedestrian

10 and bicycle and transit access designing within, you

11 know, a certain vicinity of the station so that they

12 demonstrate best practice in those areas.

13          Because a lot of local governments would

14 probably do those things but don't feel that like they

15 can afford them.  Or, you know, some of them don't

16 really understand what best practice is, frankly.  So it

17 would be good to demonstrate some of those.  So there

18 will be safety issues with traffic, not just in the

19 vicinity of the station but some ways away from them.

20          Traffic diversion from airports, and of course

21 you're gonna be looking at the net air quality benefits

22 from that.  And from development, that will happen near

23 the stations as opposed to, you know, 20 miles out in

24 the back country.  So there will be some relieving of

25 development pressure by development in this area and,
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1 you know, it would be good to know what those net

2 impacts are.

3          The parking alternatives also presented a lot

4 of interesting conundrums, because it's gonna take a lot

5 of land or building upwards to provide the parking

6 facilities to deal with these.  And, you know, how far

7 away can you build those and still have them serve the

8 station in a way that's attractive for passengers for

9 downtown San Diego.  I don't think you have a lot of

10 option, so it will be a huge coordination effort there.

11 I'm not telling you anything you don't really know, I'm

12 sure.

13          But I would be interested in the EIR looking at

14 parking alternatives, not just with where and how

15 they're provided but how they're managed.  So what is

16 the pricing on parking?

17          And in that way, you think of it like you'd

18 think of an airport, whereas, you know, in other train

19 station areas there's free parking.  So I don't think

20 free parking is a good idea for this facility.  And how

21 to manage that parking in a way that's used most

22 effectively would be good.

23          And then there will be new transit services

24 that are induced as a result.  If you're looking at the

25 net air quality benefits or net air quality impacts, I
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1 think that should include what new transit services

2 would be created to serve this station area, or will

3 they be routes that are diverted from existing routes.

4          And then I applaud the idea that you're gonna

5 provide urban design guidelines for the stations.

6 That's terrific.  And I hope there will be an

7 opportunity to comment on those guidelines.  And that's

8 pretty much my comments.

9          MS. WILKINSON:  Thank you.  Veronica.

10          VERONICA CHAN:  Veronica Chan with the

11 Army Corps of Engineers.  I just want to say that in

12 addition to the 404 Clean Water Act requirements that

13 you're considering, there's Section 408 for impacts to

14 levies and flood control channels.  And that's not with

15 the regulatory division.  That would be with our civil

16 works and asset management division.

17          And they would need to go through and -- for

18 impacts to federal property or land or, I guess, with

19 federal interests involved, we need to go through our

20 own process.  So it would be good to involve, I guess,

21 the entire Corps, I guess, regulatory and those other

22 divisions as we go through the process so that we can

23 eventually maybe adopt the document, if that's -- if we

24 agree, if that's acceptable.

25          MS. WILKINSON:  Any more comments?  One more.
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1          TAIT GALLOWAY:  Andy brought up a good point.

2 I just want to reiterate is that when we look at parking

3 at the station, that is gonna be a huge issue for the

4 City of San Diego, both in the University City area and

5 downtown.  And I would encourage the High-Speed Rail

6 Authority to look at alternate transportation means

7 using transit and other type measures to help reduce

8 that parking demand and a number of trips to these

9 facilities.

10          MS. WILKINSON:  Okay.  With that I think we're

11 done with our presentation and formal comment.  We are

12 going to come back to you again.  I will be the point of

13 contact for setting up those future agency coordination

14 meetings.  So without any questions or you need to leave

15 me your contact information, come see me.

16          And then we have some information that we're

17 gonna distribute on disk to you, and I did hear a

18 request for some information that's not on the disk,

19 like the urban guidelines for the station.  So we can

20 either forward you the address on a website where they

21 might have that, or we can try to get that to you on a

22 separate disk.

23          MS. AVELLANO:  Just for your reference, the

24 website address is on this handout on the bottom, and

25 there's actually a lot of information of the technical
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1 document there from past work and the various guidelines

2 that the Authority has prepared over time, tech memos.

3 So I highly recommend you visiting that and poking

4 around the different references.  There's a lot of

5 information there.

6          MALE SPEAKER:  Is the presentation on the

7 website?

8          MS. AVELLANO:  The presentation as well is on

9 the website, yes.  Actually, or soon will be there.  The

10 PDF file was just done, and as we speak it may be

11 posted.

12          MS. WILKINSON:  Just a reminder, on this disk

13 we do have purpose and need.  We have a copy of the maps

14 that we've got up here and the methodologies on the

15 disk.  Thank you.

16          (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at

17          11:01 a.m.)

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1           I, Anne M. Zarkos, a Certified Shorthand

2 Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify:

3           That the foregoing proceedings were taken

4 before me at the time and place herein set forth; that

5 any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to

6 testifying, were duly sworn; that a record of the

7 proceedings was made by me using machine shorthand which

8 was thereafter transcribed under my direction; that the

9 foregoing transcript is a true record of the testimony

10 given.

11           Further, that if the foregoing pertains to the

12 original transcript of a deposition in a Federal case,

13 before completion of the proceedings, review of the

14 transcript [  ] was [  ] was not requested.

15           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date

16 subscribed my name.

17

18 Dated this______day of______________________, 2009,

19 at San Diego, California.

20                    __________________________________

                   Anne M. Zarkos, RPR, CRR

21                    CSR No. 13095

22

23

24

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25



3

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.



11

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn



11

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

             RAMADA LIMITED, SAN DIEGO AIRPORT

               WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 William W. Berry                                   3

San Diego, CA 92107

12 berry.bill@ earthlink.net

13 Judith A. Swink                                    6

2289 Caminito Pasada, #106

14 San Diego, CA 92107

15 Jay Shumaker                                       7

4904 N. Harbor Ave, #205

16 San Diego, CA 92106

17 Richard Wolf                                       8

1821 Calle Delicada

18 La Jolla, CA 92037

19 Dennis Spillane                                    10

1821 Calle Delicada

20 La Jolla, CA 92037

21 Carolyn Chase                                      10

Sierra Club of San Diego

22

Anthony Lynch                                      11

23

Unidentified Speaker                               12

24 (No personal information given)

25
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process



13

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11

19 Anna Giacconi - Resident                           13
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24 Jim Treadway - Resident                            19

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as



16

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process



13

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as



16

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to



14

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no



17

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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             RAMADA LIMITED, SAN DIEGO AIRPORT
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                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 William W. Berry                                   3

San Diego, CA 92107

12 berry.bill@ earthlink.net

13 Judith A. Swink                                    6

2289 Caminito Pasada, #106

14 San Diego, CA 92107

15 Jay Shumaker                                       7

4904 N. Harbor Ave, #205

16 San Diego, CA 92106

17 Richard Wolf                                       8

1821 Calle Delicada

18 La Jolla, CA 92037

19 Dennis Spillane                                    10

1821 Calle Delicada

20 La Jolla, CA 92037

21 Carolyn Chase                                      10

Sierra Club of San Diego

22

Anthony Lynch                                      11

23

Unidentified Speaker                               12

24 (No personal information given)

25
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the



11

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California

17
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.



11

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)



24

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1                  REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 25

A

Aaron 2:20 13:24

13:25

able 4:12 5:4

access 22:25

accurate 24:9

Acela 20:1

acquisition 6:2

add 18:11

additional 12:15

13:11

advanced 10:15

adversely 7:5 8:19

8:25 9:1,14

affect 5:23 8:19 9:14

16:5

age 5:2

ago 22:11

ahead 10:15

airlines 20:15

airport 7:14 12:23

20:18,18 21:13,15

21:24,25

airports 14:4,6

20:25

airways 20:16,16,17

alignment 11:11,12

Alison 2:15 9:23,24

alluded 9:16

alternative 5:17

13:5 23:20

alternatives 11:14

amount 20:19 21:16

22:3

Amtrak 15:1 17:3

20:5,9

Angeles 19:15

animal 6:16

animals 9:8 17:15

Anna 2:19 13:3

answered 4:7

Anthony 3:3 19:7

anyway 7:3 18:14

18:20

apparently 12:18

appear 14:18

approved 14:24

architectural 4:12

area 4:20 5:9,13,18

6:14,22,24 7:7,18

7:19,21,23 8:5,8

8:11,13,20,21 9:8

9:19 11:24 12:25

13:12,13,15,19,22

14:10 15:17 16:3

16:23 17:9 18:9

18:11 23:22

areas 4:24 8:7,15,16

Asia 11:6

aspects 4:17

attraction 12:22

Audrey 2:16 10:10

10:11

avoid 11:22

a.m 23:11

B

back 19:12 20:1

balance 9:10

Barcelona 9:25

Barton 2:15 9:23,24

basic 19:4

basically 11:1 19:9

19:20,23 20:6

23:16

Bay 4:6

Beach 18:17

beauty 13:15

becoming 10:14

believe 5:7 12:21

14:3,24 19:9

best 7:8 17:18

better 7:15 10:7

17:1,20

big 12:10

bit 20:4

blood 17:18

Book 21:19

Boston 20:1,8

Boulevard 22:24

23:2,3

Brezina 3:5 23:16

bring 22:13 23:15

British 20:15,16

budget 22:12

build 4:10 9:6,6

building 4:19 22:14

built 13:21 15:7

bullet 7:2

bury 15:21

bus 23:6,10,12

buses 15:4 23:5,6,10

businesses 23:1

buy 5:9 16:10

C

California 1:7,16

2:3,6 4:1 8:24

9:13 10:20 19:10

22:5 23:7 24:4,16

call 7:3

called 9:25 22:7

canyon 5:1,4,7,10

5:14,18,20 6:12

7:7 9:7 10:2,3,3,8

11:22,23 13:4,9

14:8,11,14,16

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1,5 23:18,22

Canyon/UTC 6:21

car 16:11

Carman 3:4 22:6

Carroll 5:20 6:4

cars 11:5 19:19

catch 11:7

catching 23:12

catenary 12:9,9

caused 13:9

center 1:8 2:2 5:7

11:13,14 12:22

16:16 20:22,23

certainly 19:23

CERTIFICATE

24:1

Certified 2:5 24:3

certify 24:4

cetera 11:25 13:14

chain-link 12:12

17:8

chairman 11:9

change 17:25 18:6

Chargers 18:19

Charles 20:17

cheaper 16:9

Chicago 16:1

choice 17:2,20

city 8:21 9:25 11:10

13:12 14:9 15:19

16:14,20,22 17:23

20:23 21:20 22:8

23:18,23

close 6:23 18:13

22:24

coast 7:24

coastal 7:18 8:13

come 23:10

comfortable 20:3

coming 16:19

commencing 2:2

comment 10:11

23:21

comments 13:2

23:25

community 1:8 2:2

5:16 9:14 12:1

14:12,15 17:24

22:16

commute 22:2

competition 4:15

completely 13:10

compressed 7:20,25

8:1

computed 11:19

computerized 24:8

concern 10:1

concerned 5:8,22,24

7:6 14:7

concerning 13:20

concerns 5:14 7:23

14:2

concluded 23:25

concrete 16:22

condo 5:22

condominium 6:4

connect 7:13

connecting 7:10

23:12

connection 11:15

17:3

connects 14:5 21:6,7

Connolly 21:7

consider 11:12

23:17

considerable 22:3

consideration 9:3

9:16

considerations 9:3

considered 23:20

considering 8:16,17

13:19 21:21,22,23

construct 15:22

16:11

construction 6:17

9:2 12:4 13:13

15:24

Cont 3:1

continue 5:16

continues 4:6

continuing 10:7

contrast 15:19

convinced 22:4

Coronado 4:15

Corporation 4:9

corridor 7:8 10:7

11:24 13:16 14:21

17:1,12 19:16

23:17

corridors 6:16

cost 12:3 15:1,9,23

16:8

country 19:10,25

county 4:25 6:11

7:12 16:17

course 4:11 19:3

crime 22:18

critical 9:4 14:7

CSR 1:24 24:16

cultural 9:11,14

culture 9:15

cutting 23:18

D

D 2:9 3:1

Daly 2:23 17:22,22

damage 13:8

daughter 10:4

Davis 22:11

day 11:20 15:17

17:5 24:13

de 20:17

definitely 5:1,18

10:22

defunct 18:19

DEIR 6:9

Del 4:15

delicate 9:10 13:9

demand 15:3,6

dense 8:6

densely 8:20,21

density 14:9

designation 12:25

Despite 14:23

destination 13:1

destroyed 6:17,18

destroying 17:20

detrimental 5:18

dictated 16:15

Diego 4:4,25 6:10

6:15 7:15,16 9:4

12:20 14:4,8

16:14 19:16 22:8

22:15,17,19 23:5

digging 15:12

direction 24:8

discarded 6:13

divide 14:16

doing 6:9 9:12 21:23

double-track 17:10

downsides 10:19

downturn 10:25

Doyle 14:12,12

draft 6:9

drastic 20:19

drive 2:3 12:18 21:2

21:15

driving 19:19

Dublin 21:5,13,14

21:15,17,18

D.C 20:2,7

E

E 2:9 3:1

Earlier 16:5

early 11:11

earthquake 15:11

17:9

easily 7:13

east 7:21 20:1

ecologically 6:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 26

economically 18:6

ecosystem 14:16

effective 7:5

effectively 8:12

Eileen 3:4 22:6

EIR 11:16 17:2

either 16:15 20:12

20:25 23:18

electric 5:17

electrical 12:10

15:18

Elementary 14:12

elevated 16:3 19:6

elevation 5:17

embarrassing 11:6

employment 16:17

endorse 16:23

enjoy 5:4

Ennis 21:22 22:2

enormous 21:16

ensuring 18:1

entire 12:19 16:17

19:10 22:8

entrance 12:13

environment 4:19

7:6 9:5,9,15 17:4

environmental 4:7

4:17 5:6,8,12 9:3

9:11 11:4

environmentally

4:13 6:13 10:20

equipment 8:23,25

Ernie 2:21 14:23

escape 16:21

Escondido 12:23

especially 7:6,19,19

9:7

estate 16:5

estimated 15:16

et 11:25 13:14

Europe 10:12

eventually 21:11

everyday 22:2

example 15:1 16:1

18:17

excavation 12:4

excellent 19:9

excited 13:25

excuse 17:16

Executive 2:3

existing 7:11 8:14

14:10,20 15:4

17:6 18:11,12

exit 5:13 12:13

expensive 17:14

experience 11:5

extended 23:9

extremely 4:13

F

fabulous 21:11

fact 14:24 19:14

20:14 21:18

fairly 12:20

Family 1:8 2:2

far 8:2,5 11:6 18:15

farther 8:9

fast 20:14

faster 17:14 20:4

fault 15:11 17:9

fauna 6:20

favor 4:23 7:1 11:3

18:3

feasibility 12:3

13:20

feasible 18:6

federal 15:2

feel 5:15 7:8 9:3

10:5,14 19:23

22:16 23:21

feet 12:2 15:12

17:10

felt 5:11

fence 17:8

fences 12:12 13:14

Field 11:15 12:23

finally 13:21

first 4:5 10:13

fit 17:16

fits 17:4

Five 13:16

flaw 14:7

flora 6:19

flying 20:20

following 13:5

foregoing 24:6,9

forgotten 22:9,16,17

forth 19:6

found 13:5 16:9

17:19 20:2

four 13:13 14:21

fragile 13:19 14:15

Francisco 14:5

free 17:19

freeway 19:20

freeways 10:23,24

15:25 16:2

frequency 15:15

friendly 4:13,15

5:12

full 17:2

fully 6:8

future 18:4

F-A-U-N-A 6:20

G

gas 18:4 21:3

Gatwick 20:17

Gaulle 20:18

general 12:21

generally 9:21

geologist 9:22

geology 7:17,18,23

geometrics 16:15

ghetto-ish 23:4

Giacconi 2:19 13:3

given 9:16

glass 16:22

go 5:12 7:13 10:2

11:7 18:5 19:1

21:12,24 23:1,10

23:23

goal 7:10

goals 8:4,8

goes 6:21 19:3 20:22

21:21

going 5:1,10,22,23

6:6 10:1,13 13:21

13:22 15:1,19,22

15:24 16:12 21:12

23:17,21

Golf 4:11

good 10:6 23:8

grandchildren 5:4

Gray 22:11

greater 8:3,8

green 11:7

Gretchen 2:13 6:7

ground 9:1 14:18

15:21

Group 11:10

grows 17:17

growth 8:3,5,8 9:19

17:25

guess 5:25 6:5

Guinness 21:19

Guy 2:17 11:2,2

H

habitat 6:16 11:25

15:10

habits 18:7

happen 4:25 5:23

6:6

happens 5:24

harmfully 16:5

heard 14:11

hearing 4:22

heart 20:23

Heathrow 20:17

Heuston 21:8

high 5:17 11:21

12:11 14:9 17:8

21:3

highly 6:22 8:6

Highway 5:12

high-speed 1:7 4:22

6:10 7:2 10:1,6,19

11:5 14:1,16

16:23 17:4,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:22

history 17:3

homes 6:23 16:4

hop 23:10

hope 4:21 5:16

hotel 4:4,5,8,11,14

4:19

hotels 4:16

hour 20:13

hours 11:21 23:9

house 5:22,23 6:25

10:2

houses 6:25

housing 9:25 14:9

HSR 14:24 15:3

16:4

humans 17:15,15

humble 5:5

hurt 13:14

I

ICE 10:12,12

idea 10:6 16:23 19:9

21:11

ideal 18:20

Ideally 14:17

Illinois 16:2

impact 6:1,2,2

11:21 12:4,17

17:14

impacted 22:20

23:4

impacts 6:19

important 9:13

improvements

22:10

inaccessible 14:17

include 13:1

including 14:12

increased 12:16

13:7,11

incredibly 20:14

infrastructure

18:10,15

inland 8:9,11

intermediate 18:14

International 21:13

21:24

Interstate 16:1

intolerable 15:16

involved 8:2

involving 4:22 5:6

Ireland 21:1,8,9

issue 6:3

issues 4:8 5:6,9

10:22

I-15 6:7 7:8,12 8:5

9:15 11:12 13:16

14:19,21 16:1

17:1,12 23:17,19

23:19,24

I5 19:16

J

Jacqueline 2:14 7:1

jams 21:20

Janay 2:18 11:9

Japanese 19:14

Jewish 1:8 2:2

Jim 2:24 18:25

jobs 21:16

John 2:11 4:3

joins 14:18

Jolla 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

justify 16:8

K

keep 10:16 11:17

kidding 17:11

know 6:1,5 7:4,24

9:5,20 12:3,10

19:11 20:10 23:14

Konvisser 2:20

13:24,25

Kruger 2:18 11:9

L

L 2:14,23 7:1 17:22

La 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

land 6:3 15:13

lanes 19:20

large 5:7 12:20

13:13,22 17:7

largely 16:12

largest 4:14

Las 4:15

late 23:10

Lawrence 1:8 2:2

letter 22:12

level 11:16

leverage 14:20

life 18:2,21

light 21:5,10,12

22:13,23

Lindbergh 11:15

12:23

line 6:17 7:12

lines 22:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 27

linking 14:6

Lippe 2:21,22 14:23

16:19

Lisa 3:5 23:16

listed 21:18

literally 16:16

little 20:4

live 18:3,21 19:5

23:2

living 5:3

located 18:9

location 7:4 14:19

18:24

London 20:12

long 10:21 14:4

17:24

longtime 4:3

look 5:16 15:4 19:6

looking 4:21

loop 21:23

Los 19:15

loss 6:3

lot 10:22 12:12

19:16,18 21:1

lots 8:22

Lynch 3:3 19:7

L.A 12:20 14:4

M

M 2:11 4:3

main 16:2 21:6

maintained 18:2

maintenance 12:17

12:19

major 23:21

majority 15:4

making 14:17

mall 14:20

manager 4:4,8

manner 22:25

Maria 2:12 5:19,19

mark 17:5,7,8,9,10

17:11

market 5:24 6:3

mass 7:11

Massachusetts 20:8

matter 8:18 19:4

mean 10:20 20:5,5,6

22:1 23:2

medical 12:24

medicine 17:19

MEETING 1:6 2:1

meets 7:10

mention 13:8

mentioned 9:18

Mesa 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

met 15:23

metropolitan 23:7

Midland 20:16

mile 20:13

miles 21:25

million 22:12

minutes 20:13

Mira 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

Miramar 5:13 6:5

13:16 18:18 23:1

23:3

Mirosalva 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

mission 4:6 8:4

17:16

Mitchell 2:16 10:10

10:11

money 10:23 22:14

move 18:19

movement 9:1

MSCP 6:14

multiple 17:7

murder 19:17

M.D 2:21 14:23

N

N 2:9 3:1

name 5:19 9:23 10:2

10:10 11:2 13:24

24:12

Nancy 2:17 11:2,2

natural 15:10 19:2

nature 16:21

near 8:5 10:2 14:8

23:3

necessary 12:16

18:6

need 8:10 9:17 14:3

16:25 17:25 22:17

22:25

needed 9:12 10:21

13:22 14:6 19:18

19:24

needs 9:16 22:23

negative 6:19

neighborhood 22:6

22:7,8,9,19 23:15

Nell 2:13 6:7

new 17:5 20:2

noise 6:23 11:19

13:7 15:16 17:14

19:2

north 7:16 9:24

16:22 17:6 21:25

23:2,23

Northern 21:8

noted 21:5

noticed 20:18

number 6:12,21

13:7 14:3,7,19,21

16:7 22:11

O

October 1:15 2:4

4:1

Okay 8:20 9:10

Olguin 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

once 5:24 15:7

18:20

Ontario 12:23

open 6:15 11:23

opening 4:5

operated 20:16

operates 20:11

operation 4:18

operators 4:14

opinion 13:5 14:6

opposed 5:1

option 6:8,12

order 15:13

organizations 8:22

originally 13:18

Orly 20:18

outbidding 4:13

outstanding 19:9

overdue 19:10

overhead 15:17,20

17:7

overloaded 18:10

overpopulation

22:20

owner 6:6

P

P 2:13 6:7

PAGE 2:10 3:2

Paris 20:12,18,18

park 6:15 11:22,23

13:9 14:12

Parker 2:14 7:1

parking 12:15,15

14:20

Park/Preserve 6:15

part 6:14 8:3

particular 16:3

parts 7:14

party 17:20

pass 15:5,17

passenger 16:6

passing 18:23

path 14:5,5,8

patrols 22:18

pay 16:18

peak 11:20

Peggy 2:23 17:22,22

people 7:15 8:10

11:4 13:11 16:7

16:17 18:6 19:16

19:18 20:20,24

21:1,14 22:1 23:2

percent 11:3 15:5

perfect 17:16

person 4:23

personally 4:23

10:11 11:1

Philadelphia 20:7

picked 19:17

Pines 4:11,20

place 6:18 16:6

18:20

placed 15:9,25

places 20:7

plan 4:12

planning 4:18 11:10

platforms 12:6

playing 10:5

please 14:21 17:19

point 5:21 18:8,13

18:15,18 19:5

points 12:8

poles 5:17 12:9,9

13:13 15:20 17:8

19:2

police 22:18

pollution 6:23 15:16

populated 6:22 8:20

8:21

population 18:22

populous 22:7

possibly 15:23

potential 8:3 15:12

power 19:2

preferred 11:13

preparation 6:9

present 4:12

Presently 17:3

pressure 17:18

previous 11:16

pre-existing 15:13

15:25 16:4

prices 18:5 21:3

probably 5:2 23:14

problem 7:17 8:2

18:8,12 19:22

problems 18:11

proceedings 24:6,10

process 9:2,12,15

produce 15:15

profit 15:3

program 11:16

project 5:21 11:3

promises 5:5,15

proposed 6:12 13:3

13:18 14:8,19

19:12

prospect 14:1

protect 9:7

protected 7:7

protection 9:4

protest 22:21

proximity 16:4

public 1:6 2:1 4:22

pure 23:1

pursue 17:1

put 15:13,20 19:15

21:10 22:12

putting 16:8

p.m 2:4 23:25

Q

Qualcomm 6:8

11:13 12:24 13:17

17:1,18,21 18:18

23:19

quality 18:2,21

question 17:5,7,8,9

17:10,10

quicker 20:8 21:5

R

rail 6:10,17 7:2 10:1

10:6 14:1,16

16:24 17:5,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:1,22 21:5,6,10

21:12 22:4,5,13

22:23

railroad 10:16

railway 15:7,24

random 16:15

read 9:21,22

real 16:5

realistic 14:25

really 9:13 11:18,20

12:1 15:1 19:8,21

19:24 20:3,3

reason 21:4

reasonable 22:25

reasons 9:18 11:4

13:6 18:3,9 21:2

reconsider 14:21

18:24

record 24:9

Records 21:19

recover 15:9

redirected 22:14

reduction 20:19

region 7:18

regular 20:4,8

relocation 6:1,2

reopen 13:16



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 28

reported 1:24 24:6

Reporter 2:5 24:4

REPORTER'S 1:6

2:1 24:1

reside 5:20

residences 11:21

resident 2:11,12,13

2:14,15,16,17,18

2:19,20,21,22,23

2:24 3:3,4,5 4:3,4

5:19 6:7 7:1 9:23

9:24 10:10 11:2,9

13:3,24 14:23

16:19 17:22,23

18:25 19:7 22:6

23:16

residential 12:25

residential/business

13:12

residents 18:2

resource 14:15

responsible 4:5,9

result 4:20

retaining 12:12

retired 4:4

reviewed 13:4

ridden 10:12

ridges 13:9

riding 11:5 16:7

right 4:10 6:4,24

20:23 21:24 22:19

road 5:20 8:18,19

22:3 23:1,3

roads 8:15 9:6

Roberts 2:11 4:3

roof 18:5

Rose 5:1,4,7,10,14

5:18 6:21 7:7 9:7

10:3,8 11:22,23

13:4,9 14:8,11,14

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1 23:18,22

route 5:9 6:10,21

11:17 13:5 16:1

16:25 17:13,21

23:20

routing 14:22

ruin 15:9,10

ruined 13:10

run 13:3

running 17:17

20:15

runs 12:10

S

sake 18:22

San 4:4,25 6:10,15

7:15,16 9:4 12:20

14:4,5,8 16:14

19:15 22:8,15,17

22:19 23:5

sand 7:20,25 8:1

Sandra 2:22 16:19

Santos 2:12 5:19,20

save 5:5

saying 22:12

scenery 13:14

school 11:21 14:13

scientific 8:22,22

SCOPING 1:6 2:1

scream 22:21,21

secede 22:17

second 11:18

section 12:19

see 4:25 23:23

seeing 5:9

seen 17:24 19:25

seismological 15:11

sending 8:16,17

sense 13:18 18:12

18:16

sensitive 4:18 5:13

6:14 8:23,25

separated 8:14

separation 8:17

serious 9:16

seriously 9:14 11:12

13:14 21:23

serve 7:14,15

served 10:7 17:1

serves 7:12 14:14

service 23:8,9,10

services 23:5

severe 15:11

Shannon 21:24,25

22:1,2

Sheraton 4:9

shopping 5:7 12:24

Shorthand 2:5 24:3

shot 17:21

show 15:3

showed 11:16 16:7

showing 4:17

side 17:6

sides 14:17

sited 7:4

Six 13:18

skirts 16:17

small 10:25

soil 12:5

Solana 18:17

solve 10:22 19:21

Sorrento 8:24

sort 8:15

source 15:18

south 7:15 16:23

23:23

Southern 21:9

space 6:15 10:5

11:24

SPEAKERS 2:10

3:2

species 9:8

specific 18:3

spending 10:23

sprawling 16:14

stability 7:21 8:19

12:5

stable 9:21,21

Stadium 18:18

23:19

stages 11:11

stand 16:12

standpoints 7:9

started 20:14

state 2:5 19:2 22:15

24:4,16

statement 8:4 9:17

States 8:7

station 12:16 13:17

14:20 16:6,8,10

16:12 18:14,17

21:7,8

stations 12:17,19

14:4 21:6

stenographically

24:7

step 10:13

stop 22:23

storage 12:17 13:23

stored 13:22

straighter 17:21

street 15:5,20

streets 21:17

stronger 9:17

strongly 19:24 22:5

23:21

studied 6:8

studies 13:20 16:6

study 16:9 17:2

studying 11:11

subscribed 24:12

suburban 16:22

subway 16:3

successful 4:7,18,20

4:24 5:3

successfully 4:10

suffer 18:22

support 22:5

supposed 8:14

surface 15:13

system 1:7 6:16

10:16 18:4 21:6

21:10,12 22:23

23:6,6

T

take 16:17,20 20:24

20:24 21:1,14,16

22:2

taken 24:10

takes 21:7,9

talked 12:2

taxes 15:2

taxis 20:24

taxpayer 7:3

team 4:10

technically 10:14

technologically

10:15

telegraph 15:20

tell 16:24

tempered 18:1

term 14:4

terminals 18:14

TGV 20:11

Thank 6:6 9:10 10:8

13:2 14:22 16:18

16:19 17:21 18:24

19:6 23:15

they'd 11:14

thing 8:13,15 9:11

11:18 19:21 20:6

20:21

things 8:2 9:6

think 5:21 6:9 9:6

9:17 10:6,13,24

17:12 18:4 19:4,8

20:12 23:19

three 13:11 14:19

thrive 9:9

time 10:21 11:7

16:13 17:24 19:19

22:9,9,10 23:13

24:10

timely 23:9

today 4:6,21 6:10

15:19

told 7:22

Torrey 4:11,20

totally 22:4,9,20

23:4

tour 16:20

tourist 12:25 13:12

town 7:14 21:22

track 14:10

tracks 6:22 16:3

17:6,7

tract 9:25

traffic 12:16 13:11

13:11 21:16,20

22:3

trails 14:15

train 1:7 4:22 7:2

8:12 9:12 10:19

12:7 14:10,18

15:7,14,22 16:16

20:1,11 21:2,21

trains 10:12 11:6,20

13:8,21 15:4,15

17:5 20:5,9,25

21:7,9

transcribed 24:7

TRANSCRIPT 1:6

2:1

transcription 24:8

transfer 18:8,13,18

transient 18:22

transit 7:11 11:13

11:14 12:22 13:17

transportation 8:11

travel 16:24

traveled 4:24

Treadway 2:24

18:25

trip 20:13

trolley 7:12,13

11:15 18:17 22:14

trolleys 17:17

trucks 12:4

true 24:9

trying 10:24

Tuesday 1:15 2:3

4:1

tunnel 8:13,14 12:5

12:6,13 15:14

17:10

tunneling 17:9

tunnels 12:1,2 13:20

two 13:9 14:7 17:5

21:6 23:12

two-legged 17:15

types 22:10

U

unacceptable 6:19

6:19,24

unbuild 15:8

underground 12:2

19:3

underneath 8:18

understand 17:25

underwritten 15:2

United 8:7

University 8:21,23

9:24 11:10 14:9

14:19 16:20 17:23

22:15 23:18,22

unsightly 13:23



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 29

urban 11:23 16:16

16:21

urge 18:23

usage 15:23

use 6:3 8:11,12 10:5

16:10

UTC 12:16,22 14:20

18:9

UTC/Rose 6:12

utilized 15:18

V

vacant 15:6 16:12

Valley 8:24 17:16

valuation 14:25

value 5:24 6:3

values 16:5

vanishing 9:5

various 9:6

Vegas 4:15

versus 23:17

vibration 7:25 8:1

11:19 13:8

Village 12:18

villages 16:14

visible 12:14

visual 12:8,9 13:15

voters 14:24

W

walls 12:13

want 4:25 5:4 6:5

7:3 10:25 11:17

12:3 15:12 19:5

23:16

wanted 6:1 19:7,15

19:20

Washington 20:2,7

wasn't 19:18

way 5:5 10:5 15:8

19:10 21:12 23:12

ways 5:17

week 20:15

west 7:19,24

we're 4:21 6:9 10:23

11:6,10,18,20

12:14,24,25 15:21

We've 11:19

whereof 24:12

wildlife 7:7 9:4,7

11:24 13:10

winding 17:13

wires 12:10,10

13:13 15:17,20,21

17:7 19:6

wish 16:20

witness 24:12

won 4:10

work 21:14 22:1,4

23:11,11,13

working 12:24

world 4:14 21:19

world's 21:19

worried 11:18,20

12:1,14

worst 21:20 23:6,6

wrote 22:11

X

X 2:9 3:1

Y

years 15:2 22:11

yell 22:21,22

York 20:2

young 10:4

$

$89 22:12

1

10 2:16

100 9:8 11:3

11 2:17,18

12-feet 12:11

12-foot 17:8

12959 1:24 2:5

24:16

13 1:15 2:4,19,20

4:1

134 11:19 15:17

17:5

14 2:21

15 5:12 10:7 17:21

21:25 22:13

150 12:2 15:12

17:10

16 2:22

163 23:19

17 2:23

19 2:24 3:3

1976 19:13

2

2 6:12

20 20:13

2005 11:16

2009 1:15 2:4 4:1

24:13

22 3:4

23 3:5

3

3 6:21

3:00 2:4

320 20:12

35,000-dollar 16:11

350 20:13

4

4 2:11

40 15:2

4126 2:3

5

5 2:12 16:1

5:20 23:12

6

6 2:13

6:00 23:11

6:45 23:25

7

7 2:14

8

8 16:1 22:13

80s 4:8

805 7:19,21,24

12:17

9

9 2:15

90 15:5























































1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25



3

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

          LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

               TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

                 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11

19 Anna Giacconi - Resident                           13

20 Aaron Konvisser - Resident                         13

21 Ernie Lippe, M.D. - Resident                       14

22 Sandra Lippe - Resident                            16

23 Peggy L. Daly - Resident                           17

24 Jim Treadway - Resident                            19

25
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1                       I N D E X (Cont.)

2 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

3 Anthony Lynch - Resident                           19

4 Eileen Carman - Resident                           22

5 Lisa Brezina - Resident                            23

6
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10

11
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)



24

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1                  REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 25

A

Aaron 2:20 13:24

13:25

able 4:12 5:4

access 22:25

accurate 24:9

Acela 20:1

acquisition 6:2

add 18:11

additional 12:15

13:11

advanced 10:15

adversely 7:5 8:19

8:25 9:1,14

affect 5:23 8:19 9:14

16:5

age 5:2

ago 22:11

ahead 10:15

airlines 20:15

airport 7:14 12:23

20:18,18 21:13,15

21:24,25

airports 14:4,6

20:25

airways 20:16,16,17

alignment 11:11,12

Alison 2:15 9:23,24

alluded 9:16

alternative 5:17

13:5 23:20

alternatives 11:14

amount 20:19 21:16

22:3

Amtrak 15:1 17:3

20:5,9

Angeles 19:15

animal 6:16

animals 9:8 17:15

Anna 2:19 13:3

answered 4:7

Anthony 3:3 19:7

anyway 7:3 18:14

18:20

apparently 12:18

appear 14:18

approved 14:24

architectural 4:12

area 4:20 5:9,13,18

6:14,22,24 7:7,18

7:19,21,23 8:5,8

8:11,13,20,21 9:8

9:19 11:24 12:25

13:12,13,15,19,22

14:10 15:17 16:3

16:23 17:9 18:9

18:11 23:22

areas 4:24 8:7,15,16

Asia 11:6

aspects 4:17

attraction 12:22

Audrey 2:16 10:10

10:11

avoid 11:22

a.m 23:11

B

back 19:12 20:1

balance 9:10

Barcelona 9:25

Barton 2:15 9:23,24

basic 19:4

basically 11:1 19:9

19:20,23 20:6

23:16

Bay 4:6

Beach 18:17

beauty 13:15

becoming 10:14

believe 5:7 12:21

14:3,24 19:9

best 7:8 17:18

better 7:15 10:7

17:1,20

big 12:10

bit 20:4

blood 17:18

Book 21:19

Boston 20:1,8

Boulevard 22:24

23:2,3

Brezina 3:5 23:16

bring 22:13 23:15

British 20:15,16

budget 22:12

build 4:10 9:6,6

building 4:19 22:14

built 13:21 15:7

bullet 7:2

bury 15:21

bus 23:6,10,12

buses 15:4 23:5,6,10

businesses 23:1

buy 5:9 16:10

C

California 1:7,16

2:3,6 4:1 8:24

9:13 10:20 19:10

22:5 23:7 24:4,16

call 7:3

called 9:25 22:7

canyon 5:1,4,7,10

5:14,18,20 6:12

7:7 9:7 10:2,3,3,8

11:22,23 13:4,9

14:8,11,14,16

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1,5 23:18,22

Canyon/UTC 6:21

car 16:11

Carman 3:4 22:6

Carroll 5:20 6:4

cars 11:5 19:19

catch 11:7

catching 23:12

catenary 12:9,9

caused 13:9

center 1:8 2:2 5:7

11:13,14 12:22

16:16 20:22,23

certainly 19:23

CERTIFICATE

24:1

Certified 2:5 24:3

certify 24:4

cetera 11:25 13:14

chain-link 12:12

17:8

chairman 11:9

change 17:25 18:6

Chargers 18:19

Charles 20:17

cheaper 16:9

Chicago 16:1

choice 17:2,20

city 8:21 9:25 11:10

13:12 14:9 15:19

16:14,20,22 17:23

20:23 21:20 22:8

23:18,23

close 6:23 18:13

22:24

coast 7:24

coastal 7:18 8:13

come 23:10

comfortable 20:3

coming 16:19

commencing 2:2

comment 10:11

23:21

comments 13:2

23:25

community 1:8 2:2

5:16 9:14 12:1

14:12,15 17:24

22:16

commute 22:2

competition 4:15

completely 13:10

compressed 7:20,25

8:1

computed 11:19

computerized 24:8

concern 10:1

concerned 5:8,22,24

7:6 14:7

concerning 13:20

concerns 5:14 7:23

14:2

concluded 23:25

concrete 16:22

condo 5:22

condominium 6:4

connect 7:13

connecting 7:10

23:12

connection 11:15

17:3

connects 14:5 21:6,7

Connolly 21:7

consider 11:12

23:17

considerable 22:3

consideration 9:3

9:16

considerations 9:3

considered 23:20

considering 8:16,17

13:19 21:21,22,23

construct 15:22

16:11

construction 6:17

9:2 12:4 13:13

15:24

Cont 3:1

continue 5:16

continues 4:6

continuing 10:7

contrast 15:19

convinced 22:4

Coronado 4:15

Corporation 4:9

corridor 7:8 10:7

11:24 13:16 14:21

17:1,12 19:16

23:17

corridors 6:16

cost 12:3 15:1,9,23

16:8

country 19:10,25

county 4:25 6:11

7:12 16:17

course 4:11 19:3

crime 22:18

critical 9:4 14:7

CSR 1:24 24:16

cultural 9:11,14

culture 9:15

cutting 23:18

D

D 2:9 3:1

Daly 2:23 17:22,22

damage 13:8

daughter 10:4

Davis 22:11

day 11:20 15:17

17:5 24:13

de 20:17

definitely 5:1,18

10:22

defunct 18:19

DEIR 6:9

Del 4:15

delicate 9:10 13:9

demand 15:3,6

dense 8:6

densely 8:20,21

density 14:9

designation 12:25

Despite 14:23

destination 13:1

destroyed 6:17,18

destroying 17:20

detrimental 5:18

dictated 16:15

Diego 4:4,25 6:10

6:15 7:15,16 9:4

12:20 14:4,8

16:14 19:16 22:8

22:15,17,19 23:5

digging 15:12

direction 24:8

discarded 6:13

divide 14:16

doing 6:9 9:12 21:23

double-track 17:10

downsides 10:19

downturn 10:25

Doyle 14:12,12

draft 6:9

drastic 20:19

drive 2:3 12:18 21:2

21:15

driving 19:19

Dublin 21:5,13,14

21:15,17,18

D.C 20:2,7

E

E 2:9 3:1

Earlier 16:5

early 11:11

earthquake 15:11

17:9

easily 7:13

east 7:21 20:1

ecologically 6:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 26

economically 18:6

ecosystem 14:16

effective 7:5

effectively 8:12

Eileen 3:4 22:6

EIR 11:16 17:2

either 16:15 20:12

20:25 23:18

electric 5:17

electrical 12:10

15:18

Elementary 14:12

elevated 16:3 19:6

elevation 5:17

embarrassing 11:6

employment 16:17

endorse 16:23

enjoy 5:4

Ennis 21:22 22:2

enormous 21:16

ensuring 18:1

entire 12:19 16:17

19:10 22:8

entrance 12:13

environment 4:19

7:6 9:5,9,15 17:4

environmental 4:7

4:17 5:6,8,12 9:3

9:11 11:4

environmentally

4:13 6:13 10:20

equipment 8:23,25

Ernie 2:21 14:23

escape 16:21

Escondido 12:23

especially 7:6,19,19

9:7

estate 16:5

estimated 15:16

et 11:25 13:14

Europe 10:12

eventually 21:11

everyday 22:2

example 15:1 16:1

18:17

excavation 12:4

excellent 19:9

excited 13:25

excuse 17:16

Executive 2:3

existing 7:11 8:14

14:10,20 15:4

17:6 18:11,12

exit 5:13 12:13

expensive 17:14

experience 11:5

extended 23:9

extremely 4:13

F

fabulous 21:11

fact 14:24 19:14

20:14 21:18

fairly 12:20

Family 1:8 2:2

far 8:2,5 11:6 18:15

farther 8:9

fast 20:14

faster 17:14 20:4

fault 15:11 17:9

fauna 6:20

favor 4:23 7:1 11:3

18:3

feasibility 12:3

13:20

feasible 18:6

federal 15:2

feel 5:15 7:8 9:3

10:5,14 19:23

22:16 23:21

feet 12:2 15:12

17:10

felt 5:11

fence 17:8

fences 12:12 13:14

Field 11:15 12:23

finally 13:21

first 4:5 10:13

fit 17:16

fits 17:4

Five 13:16

flaw 14:7

flora 6:19

flying 20:20

following 13:5

foregoing 24:6,9

forgotten 22:9,16,17

forth 19:6

found 13:5 16:9

17:19 20:2

four 13:13 14:21

fragile 13:19 14:15

Francisco 14:5

free 17:19

freeway 19:20

freeways 10:23,24

15:25 16:2

frequency 15:15

friendly 4:13,15

5:12

full 17:2

fully 6:8

future 18:4

F-A-U-N-A 6:20

G

gas 18:4 21:3

Gatwick 20:17

Gaulle 20:18

general 12:21

generally 9:21

geologist 9:22

geology 7:17,18,23

geometrics 16:15

ghetto-ish 23:4

Giacconi 2:19 13:3

given 9:16

glass 16:22

go 5:12 7:13 10:2

11:7 18:5 19:1

21:12,24 23:1,10

23:23

goal 7:10

goals 8:4,8

goes 6:21 19:3 20:22

21:21

going 5:1,10,22,23

6:6 10:1,13 13:21

13:22 15:1,19,22

15:24 16:12 21:12

23:17,21

Golf 4:11

good 10:6 23:8

grandchildren 5:4

Gray 22:11

greater 8:3,8

green 11:7

Gretchen 2:13 6:7

ground 9:1 14:18

15:21

Group 11:10

grows 17:17

growth 8:3,5,8 9:19

17:25

guess 5:25 6:5

Guinness 21:19

Guy 2:17 11:2,2

H

habitat 6:16 11:25

15:10

habits 18:7

happen 4:25 5:23

6:6

happens 5:24

harmfully 16:5

heard 14:11

hearing 4:22

heart 20:23

Heathrow 20:17

Heuston 21:8

high 5:17 11:21

12:11 14:9 17:8

21:3

highly 6:22 8:6

Highway 5:12

high-speed 1:7 4:22

6:10 7:2 10:1,6,19

11:5 14:1,16

16:23 17:4,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:22

history 17:3

homes 6:23 16:4

hop 23:10

hope 4:21 5:16

hotel 4:4,5,8,11,14

4:19

hotels 4:16

hour 20:13

hours 11:21 23:9

house 5:22,23 6:25

10:2

houses 6:25

housing 9:25 14:9

HSR 14:24 15:3

16:4

humans 17:15,15

humble 5:5

hurt 13:14

I

ICE 10:12,12

idea 10:6 16:23 19:9

21:11

ideal 18:20

Ideally 14:17

Illinois 16:2

impact 6:1,2,2

11:21 12:4,17

17:14

impacted 22:20

23:4

impacts 6:19

important 9:13

improvements

22:10

inaccessible 14:17

include 13:1

including 14:12

increased 12:16

13:7,11

incredibly 20:14

infrastructure

18:10,15

inland 8:9,11

intermediate 18:14

International 21:13

21:24

Interstate 16:1

intolerable 15:16

involved 8:2

involving 4:22 5:6

Ireland 21:1,8,9

issue 6:3

issues 4:8 5:6,9

10:22

I-15 6:7 7:8,12 8:5

9:15 11:12 13:16

14:19,21 16:1

17:1,12 23:17,19

23:19,24

I5 19:16

J

Jacqueline 2:14 7:1

jams 21:20

Janay 2:18 11:9

Japanese 19:14

Jewish 1:8 2:2

Jim 2:24 18:25

jobs 21:16

John 2:11 4:3

joins 14:18

Jolla 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

justify 16:8

K

keep 10:16 11:17

kidding 17:11

know 6:1,5 7:4,24

9:5,20 12:3,10

19:11 20:10 23:14

Konvisser 2:20

13:24,25

Kruger 2:18 11:9

L

L 2:14,23 7:1 17:22

La 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

land 6:3 15:13

lanes 19:20

large 5:7 12:20

13:13,22 17:7

largely 16:12

largest 4:14

Las 4:15

late 23:10

Lawrence 1:8 2:2

letter 22:12

level 11:16

leverage 14:20

life 18:2,21

light 21:5,10,12

22:13,23

Lindbergh 11:15

12:23

line 6:17 7:12

lines 22:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 27

linking 14:6

Lippe 2:21,22 14:23

16:19

Lisa 3:5 23:16

listed 21:18

literally 16:16

little 20:4

live 18:3,21 19:5

23:2

living 5:3

located 18:9

location 7:4 14:19

18:24

London 20:12

long 10:21 14:4

17:24

longtime 4:3

look 5:16 15:4 19:6

looking 4:21

loop 21:23

Los 19:15

loss 6:3

lot 10:22 12:12

19:16,18 21:1

lots 8:22

Lynch 3:3 19:7

L.A 12:20 14:4

M

M 2:11 4:3

main 16:2 21:6

maintained 18:2

maintenance 12:17

12:19

major 23:21

majority 15:4

making 14:17

mall 14:20

manager 4:4,8

manner 22:25

Maria 2:12 5:19,19

mark 17:5,7,8,9,10

17:11

market 5:24 6:3

mass 7:11

Massachusetts 20:8

matter 8:18 19:4

mean 10:20 20:5,5,6

22:1 23:2

medical 12:24

medicine 17:19

MEETING 1:6 2:1

meets 7:10

mention 13:8

mentioned 9:18

Mesa 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

met 15:23

metropolitan 23:7

Midland 20:16

mile 20:13

miles 21:25

million 22:12

minutes 20:13

Mira 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

Miramar 5:13 6:5

13:16 18:18 23:1

23:3

Mirosalva 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

mission 4:6 8:4

17:16

Mitchell 2:16 10:10

10:11

money 10:23 22:14

move 18:19

movement 9:1

MSCP 6:14

multiple 17:7

murder 19:17

M.D 2:21 14:23

N

N 2:9 3:1

name 5:19 9:23 10:2

10:10 11:2 13:24

24:12

Nancy 2:17 11:2,2

natural 15:10 19:2

nature 16:21

near 8:5 10:2 14:8

23:3

necessary 12:16

18:6

need 8:10 9:17 14:3

16:25 17:25 22:17

22:25

needed 9:12 10:21

13:22 14:6 19:18

19:24

needs 9:16 22:23

negative 6:19

neighborhood 22:6

22:7,8,9,19 23:15

Nell 2:13 6:7

new 17:5 20:2

noise 6:23 11:19

13:7 15:16 17:14

19:2

north 7:16 9:24

16:22 17:6 21:25

23:2,23

Northern 21:8

noted 21:5

noticed 20:18

number 6:12,21

13:7 14:3,7,19,21

16:7 22:11

O

October 1:15 2:4

4:1

Okay 8:20 9:10

Olguin 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

once 5:24 15:7

18:20

Ontario 12:23

open 6:15 11:23

opening 4:5

operated 20:16

operates 20:11

operation 4:18

operators 4:14

opinion 13:5 14:6

opposed 5:1

option 6:8,12

order 15:13

organizations 8:22

originally 13:18

Orly 20:18

outbidding 4:13

outstanding 19:9

overdue 19:10

overhead 15:17,20

17:7

overloaded 18:10

overpopulation

22:20

owner 6:6

P

P 2:13 6:7

PAGE 2:10 3:2

Paris 20:12,18,18

park 6:15 11:22,23

13:9 14:12

Parker 2:14 7:1

parking 12:15,15

14:20

Park/Preserve 6:15

part 6:14 8:3

particular 16:3

parts 7:14

party 17:20

pass 15:5,17

passenger 16:6

passing 18:23

path 14:5,5,8

patrols 22:18

pay 16:18

peak 11:20

Peggy 2:23 17:22,22

people 7:15 8:10

11:4 13:11 16:7

16:17 18:6 19:16

19:18 20:20,24

21:1,14 22:1 23:2

percent 11:3 15:5

perfect 17:16

person 4:23

personally 4:23

10:11 11:1

Philadelphia 20:7

picked 19:17

Pines 4:11,20

place 6:18 16:6

18:20

placed 15:9,25

places 20:7

plan 4:12

planning 4:18 11:10

platforms 12:6

playing 10:5

please 14:21 17:19

point 5:21 18:8,13

18:15,18 19:5

points 12:8

poles 5:17 12:9,9

13:13 15:20 17:8

19:2

police 22:18

pollution 6:23 15:16

populated 6:22 8:20

8:21

population 18:22

populous 22:7

possibly 15:23

potential 8:3 15:12

power 19:2

preferred 11:13

preparation 6:9

present 4:12

Presently 17:3

pressure 17:18

previous 11:16

pre-existing 15:13

15:25 16:4

prices 18:5 21:3

probably 5:2 23:14

problem 7:17 8:2

18:8,12 19:22

problems 18:11

proceedings 24:6,10

process 9:2,12,15

produce 15:15

profit 15:3

program 11:16

project 5:21 11:3

promises 5:5,15

proposed 6:12 13:3

13:18 14:8,19

19:12

prospect 14:1

protect 9:7

protected 7:7

protection 9:4

protest 22:21

proximity 16:4

public 1:6 2:1 4:22

pure 23:1

pursue 17:1

put 15:13,20 19:15

21:10 22:12

putting 16:8

p.m 2:4 23:25

Q

Qualcomm 6:8

11:13 12:24 13:17

17:1,18,21 18:18

23:19

quality 18:2,21

question 17:5,7,8,9

17:10,10

quicker 20:8 21:5

R

rail 6:10,17 7:2 10:1

10:6 14:1,16

16:24 17:5,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:1,22 21:5,6,10

21:12 22:4,5,13

22:23

railroad 10:16

railway 15:7,24

random 16:15

read 9:21,22

real 16:5

realistic 14:25

really 9:13 11:18,20

12:1 15:1 19:8,21

19:24 20:3,3

reason 21:4

reasonable 22:25

reasons 9:18 11:4

13:6 18:3,9 21:2

reconsider 14:21

18:24

record 24:9

Records 21:19

recover 15:9

redirected 22:14

reduction 20:19

region 7:18

regular 20:4,8

relocation 6:1,2

reopen 13:16



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 28

reported 1:24 24:6

Reporter 2:5 24:4

REPORTER'S 1:6

2:1 24:1

reside 5:20

residences 11:21

resident 2:11,12,13

2:14,15,16,17,18

2:19,20,21,22,23

2:24 3:3,4,5 4:3,4

5:19 6:7 7:1 9:23

9:24 10:10 11:2,9

13:3,24 14:23

16:19 17:22,23

18:25 19:7 22:6

23:16

residential 12:25

residential/business

13:12

residents 18:2

resource 14:15

responsible 4:5,9

result 4:20

retaining 12:12

retired 4:4

reviewed 13:4

ridden 10:12

ridges 13:9

riding 11:5 16:7

right 4:10 6:4,24

20:23 21:24 22:19

road 5:20 8:18,19

22:3 23:1,3

roads 8:15 9:6

Roberts 2:11 4:3

roof 18:5

Rose 5:1,4,7,10,14

5:18 6:21 7:7 9:7

10:3,8 11:22,23

13:4,9 14:8,11,14

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1 23:18,22

route 5:9 6:10,21

11:17 13:5 16:1

16:25 17:13,21

23:20

routing 14:22

ruin 15:9,10

ruined 13:10

run 13:3

running 17:17

20:15

runs 12:10

S

sake 18:22

San 4:4,25 6:10,15

7:15,16 9:4 12:20

14:4,5,8 16:14

19:15 22:8,15,17

22:19 23:5

sand 7:20,25 8:1

Sandra 2:22 16:19

Santos 2:12 5:19,20

save 5:5

saying 22:12

scenery 13:14

school 11:21 14:13

scientific 8:22,22

SCOPING 1:6 2:1

scream 22:21,21

secede 22:17

second 11:18

section 12:19

see 4:25 23:23

seeing 5:9

seen 17:24 19:25

seismological 15:11

sending 8:16,17

sense 13:18 18:12

18:16

sensitive 4:18 5:13

6:14 8:23,25

separated 8:14

separation 8:17

serious 9:16

seriously 9:14 11:12

13:14 21:23

serve 7:14,15

served 10:7 17:1

serves 7:12 14:14

service 23:8,9,10

services 23:5

severe 15:11

Shannon 21:24,25

22:1,2

Sheraton 4:9

shopping 5:7 12:24

Shorthand 2:5 24:3

shot 17:21

show 15:3

showed 11:16 16:7

showing 4:17

side 17:6

sides 14:17

sited 7:4

Six 13:18

skirts 16:17

small 10:25

soil 12:5

Solana 18:17

solve 10:22 19:21

Sorrento 8:24

sort 8:15

source 15:18

south 7:15 16:23

23:23

Southern 21:9

space 6:15 10:5

11:24

SPEAKERS 2:10

3:2

species 9:8

specific 18:3

spending 10:23

sprawling 16:14

stability 7:21 8:19

12:5

stable 9:21,21

Stadium 18:18

23:19

stages 11:11

stand 16:12

standpoints 7:9

started 20:14

state 2:5 19:2 22:15

24:4,16

statement 8:4 9:17

States 8:7

station 12:16 13:17

14:20 16:6,8,10

16:12 18:14,17

21:7,8

stations 12:17,19

14:4 21:6

stenographically

24:7

step 10:13

stop 22:23

storage 12:17 13:23

stored 13:22

straighter 17:21

street 15:5,20

streets 21:17

stronger 9:17

strongly 19:24 22:5

23:21

studied 6:8

studies 13:20 16:6

study 16:9 17:2

studying 11:11

subscribed 24:12

suburban 16:22

subway 16:3

successful 4:7,18,20

4:24 5:3

successfully 4:10

suffer 18:22

support 22:5

supposed 8:14

surface 15:13

system 1:7 6:16

10:16 18:4 21:6

21:10,12 22:23

23:6,6

T

take 16:17,20 20:24

20:24 21:1,14,16

22:2

taken 24:10

takes 21:7,9

talked 12:2

taxes 15:2

taxis 20:24

taxpayer 7:3

team 4:10

technically 10:14

technologically

10:15

telegraph 15:20

tell 16:24

tempered 18:1

term 14:4

terminals 18:14

TGV 20:11

Thank 6:6 9:10 10:8

13:2 14:22 16:18

16:19 17:21 18:24

19:6 23:15

they'd 11:14

thing 8:13,15 9:11

11:18 19:21 20:6

20:21

things 8:2 9:6

think 5:21 6:9 9:6

9:17 10:6,13,24

17:12 18:4 19:4,8

20:12 23:19

three 13:11 14:19

thrive 9:9

time 10:21 11:7

16:13 17:24 19:19

22:9,9,10 23:13

24:10

timely 23:9

today 4:6,21 6:10

15:19

told 7:22

Torrey 4:11,20

totally 22:4,9,20

23:4

tour 16:20

tourist 12:25 13:12

town 7:14 21:22

track 14:10

tracks 6:22 16:3

17:6,7

tract 9:25

traffic 12:16 13:11

13:11 21:16,20

22:3

trails 14:15

train 1:7 4:22 7:2

8:12 9:12 10:19

12:7 14:10,18

15:7,14,22 16:16

20:1,11 21:2,21

trains 10:12 11:6,20

13:8,21 15:4,15

17:5 20:5,9,25

21:7,9

transcribed 24:7

TRANSCRIPT 1:6

2:1

transcription 24:8

transfer 18:8,13,18

transient 18:22

transit 7:11 11:13

11:14 12:22 13:17

transportation 8:11

travel 16:24

traveled 4:24

Treadway 2:24

18:25

trip 20:13

trolley 7:12,13

11:15 18:17 22:14

trolleys 17:17

trucks 12:4

true 24:9

trying 10:24

Tuesday 1:15 2:3

4:1

tunnel 8:13,14 12:5

12:6,13 15:14

17:10

tunneling 17:9

tunnels 12:1,2 13:20

two 13:9 14:7 17:5

21:6 23:12

two-legged 17:15

types 22:10

U

unacceptable 6:19

6:19,24

unbuild 15:8

underground 12:2

19:3

underneath 8:18

understand 17:25

underwritten 15:2

United 8:7

University 8:21,23

9:24 11:10 14:9

14:19 16:20 17:23

22:15 23:18,22

unsightly 13:23



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 29

urban 11:23 16:16

16:21

urge 18:23

usage 15:23

use 6:3 8:11,12 10:5

16:10

UTC 12:16,22 14:20

18:9

UTC/Rose 6:12

utilized 15:18

V

vacant 15:6 16:12

Valley 8:24 17:16

valuation 14:25

value 5:24 6:3

values 16:5

vanishing 9:5

various 9:6

Vegas 4:15

versus 23:17

vibration 7:25 8:1

11:19 13:8

Village 12:18

villages 16:14

visible 12:14

visual 12:8,9 13:15

voters 14:24

W

walls 12:13

want 4:25 5:4 6:5

7:3 10:25 11:17

12:3 15:12 19:5

23:16

wanted 6:1 19:7,15

19:20

Washington 20:2,7

wasn't 19:18

way 5:5 10:5 15:8

19:10 21:12 23:12

ways 5:17

week 20:15

west 7:19,24

we're 4:21 6:9 10:23

11:6,10,18,20

12:14,24,25 15:21

We've 11:19

whereof 24:12

wildlife 7:7 9:4,7

11:24 13:10

winding 17:13

wires 12:10,10

13:13 15:17,20,21

17:7 19:6

wish 16:20

witness 24:12

won 4:10

work 21:14 22:1,4

23:11,11,13

working 12:24

world 4:14 21:19

world's 21:19

worried 11:18,20

12:1,14

worst 21:20 23:6,6

wrote 22:11

X

X 2:9 3:1

Y

years 15:2 22:11

yell 22:21,22

York 20:2

young 10:4

$

$89 22:12

1

10 2:16

100 9:8 11:3

11 2:17,18

12-feet 12:11

12-foot 17:8

12959 1:24 2:5

24:16

13 1:15 2:4,19,20

4:1

134 11:19 15:17

17:5

14 2:21

15 5:12 10:7 17:21

21:25 22:13

150 12:2 15:12

17:10

16 2:22

163 23:19

17 2:23

19 2:24 3:3

1976 19:13

2

2 6:12

20 20:13

2005 11:16

2009 1:15 2:4 4:1

24:13

22 3:4

23 3:5

3

3 6:21

3:00 2:4

320 20:12

35,000-dollar 16:11

350 20:13

4

4 2:11

40 15:2

4126 2:3

5

5 2:12 16:1

5:20 23:12

6

6 2:13

6:00 23:11

6:45 23:25

7

7 2:14

8

8 16:1 22:13

80s 4:8

805 7:19,21,24

12:17

9

9 2:15

90 15:5













































































1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

               ESCONDIDO CENTER FOR THE ARTS

               THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

                 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)



24

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1                  REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 25

A

Aaron 2:20 13:24

13:25

able 4:12 5:4

access 22:25

accurate 24:9

Acela 20:1

acquisition 6:2

add 18:11

additional 12:15

13:11

advanced 10:15

adversely 7:5 8:19

8:25 9:1,14

affect 5:23 8:19 9:14

16:5

age 5:2

ago 22:11

ahead 10:15

airlines 20:15

airport 7:14 12:23

20:18,18 21:13,15

21:24,25

airports 14:4,6

20:25

airways 20:16,16,17

alignment 11:11,12

Alison 2:15 9:23,24

alluded 9:16

alternative 5:17

13:5 23:20

alternatives 11:14

amount 20:19 21:16

22:3

Amtrak 15:1 17:3

20:5,9

Angeles 19:15

animal 6:16

animals 9:8 17:15

Anna 2:19 13:3

answered 4:7

Anthony 3:3 19:7

anyway 7:3 18:14

18:20

apparently 12:18

appear 14:18

approved 14:24

architectural 4:12

area 4:20 5:9,13,18

6:14,22,24 7:7,18

7:19,21,23 8:5,8

8:11,13,20,21 9:8

9:19 11:24 12:25

13:12,13,15,19,22

14:10 15:17 16:3

16:23 17:9 18:9

18:11 23:22

areas 4:24 8:7,15,16

Asia 11:6

aspects 4:17

attraction 12:22

Audrey 2:16 10:10

10:11

avoid 11:22

a.m 23:11

B

back 19:12 20:1

balance 9:10

Barcelona 9:25

Barton 2:15 9:23,24

basic 19:4

basically 11:1 19:9

19:20,23 20:6

23:16

Bay 4:6

Beach 18:17

beauty 13:15

becoming 10:14

believe 5:7 12:21

14:3,24 19:9

best 7:8 17:18

better 7:15 10:7

17:1,20

big 12:10

bit 20:4

blood 17:18

Book 21:19

Boston 20:1,8

Boulevard 22:24

23:2,3

Brezina 3:5 23:16

bring 22:13 23:15

British 20:15,16

budget 22:12

build 4:10 9:6,6

building 4:19 22:14

built 13:21 15:7

bullet 7:2

bury 15:21

bus 23:6,10,12

buses 15:4 23:5,6,10

businesses 23:1

buy 5:9 16:10

C

California 1:7,16

2:3,6 4:1 8:24

9:13 10:20 19:10

22:5 23:7 24:4,16

call 7:3

called 9:25 22:7

canyon 5:1,4,7,10

5:14,18,20 6:12

7:7 9:7 10:2,3,3,8

11:22,23 13:4,9

14:8,11,14,16

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1,5 23:18,22

Canyon/UTC 6:21

car 16:11

Carman 3:4 22:6

Carroll 5:20 6:4

cars 11:5 19:19

catch 11:7

catching 23:12

catenary 12:9,9

caused 13:9

center 1:8 2:2 5:7

11:13,14 12:22

16:16 20:22,23

certainly 19:23

CERTIFICATE

24:1

Certified 2:5 24:3

certify 24:4

cetera 11:25 13:14

chain-link 12:12

17:8

chairman 11:9

change 17:25 18:6

Chargers 18:19

Charles 20:17

cheaper 16:9

Chicago 16:1

choice 17:2,20

city 8:21 9:25 11:10

13:12 14:9 15:19

16:14,20,22 17:23

20:23 21:20 22:8

23:18,23

close 6:23 18:13

22:24

coast 7:24

coastal 7:18 8:13

come 23:10

comfortable 20:3

coming 16:19

commencing 2:2

comment 10:11

23:21

comments 13:2

23:25

community 1:8 2:2

5:16 9:14 12:1

14:12,15 17:24

22:16

commute 22:2

competition 4:15

completely 13:10

compressed 7:20,25

8:1

computed 11:19

computerized 24:8

concern 10:1

concerned 5:8,22,24

7:6 14:7

concerning 13:20

concerns 5:14 7:23

14:2

concluded 23:25

concrete 16:22

condo 5:22

condominium 6:4

connect 7:13

connecting 7:10

23:12

connection 11:15

17:3

connects 14:5 21:6,7

Connolly 21:7

consider 11:12

23:17

considerable 22:3

consideration 9:3

9:16

considerations 9:3

considered 23:20

considering 8:16,17

13:19 21:21,22,23

construct 15:22

16:11

construction 6:17

9:2 12:4 13:13

15:24

Cont 3:1

continue 5:16

continues 4:6

continuing 10:7

contrast 15:19

convinced 22:4

Coronado 4:15

Corporation 4:9

corridor 7:8 10:7

11:24 13:16 14:21

17:1,12 19:16

23:17

corridors 6:16

cost 12:3 15:1,9,23

16:8

country 19:10,25

county 4:25 6:11

7:12 16:17

course 4:11 19:3

crime 22:18

critical 9:4 14:7

CSR 1:24 24:16

cultural 9:11,14

culture 9:15

cutting 23:18

D

D 2:9 3:1

Daly 2:23 17:22,22

damage 13:8

daughter 10:4

Davis 22:11

day 11:20 15:17

17:5 24:13

de 20:17

definitely 5:1,18

10:22

defunct 18:19

DEIR 6:9

Del 4:15

delicate 9:10 13:9

demand 15:3,6

dense 8:6

densely 8:20,21

density 14:9

designation 12:25

Despite 14:23

destination 13:1

destroyed 6:17,18

destroying 17:20

detrimental 5:18

dictated 16:15

Diego 4:4,25 6:10

6:15 7:15,16 9:4

12:20 14:4,8

16:14 19:16 22:8

22:15,17,19 23:5

digging 15:12

direction 24:8

discarded 6:13

divide 14:16

doing 6:9 9:12 21:23

double-track 17:10

downsides 10:19

downturn 10:25

Doyle 14:12,12

draft 6:9

drastic 20:19

drive 2:3 12:18 21:2

21:15

driving 19:19

Dublin 21:5,13,14

21:15,17,18

D.C 20:2,7

E

E 2:9 3:1

Earlier 16:5

early 11:11

earthquake 15:11

17:9

easily 7:13

east 7:21 20:1

ecologically 6:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 26

economically 18:6

ecosystem 14:16

effective 7:5

effectively 8:12

Eileen 3:4 22:6

EIR 11:16 17:2

either 16:15 20:12

20:25 23:18

electric 5:17

electrical 12:10

15:18

Elementary 14:12

elevated 16:3 19:6

elevation 5:17

embarrassing 11:6

employment 16:17

endorse 16:23

enjoy 5:4

Ennis 21:22 22:2

enormous 21:16

ensuring 18:1

entire 12:19 16:17

19:10 22:8

entrance 12:13

environment 4:19

7:6 9:5,9,15 17:4

environmental 4:7

4:17 5:6,8,12 9:3

9:11 11:4

environmentally

4:13 6:13 10:20

equipment 8:23,25

Ernie 2:21 14:23

escape 16:21

Escondido 12:23

especially 7:6,19,19

9:7

estate 16:5

estimated 15:16

et 11:25 13:14

Europe 10:12

eventually 21:11

everyday 22:2

example 15:1 16:1

18:17

excavation 12:4

excellent 19:9

excited 13:25

excuse 17:16

Executive 2:3

existing 7:11 8:14

14:10,20 15:4

17:6 18:11,12

exit 5:13 12:13

expensive 17:14

experience 11:5

extended 23:9

extremely 4:13

F

fabulous 21:11

fact 14:24 19:14

20:14 21:18

fairly 12:20

Family 1:8 2:2

far 8:2,5 11:6 18:15

farther 8:9

fast 20:14

faster 17:14 20:4

fault 15:11 17:9

fauna 6:20

favor 4:23 7:1 11:3

18:3

feasibility 12:3

13:20

feasible 18:6

federal 15:2

feel 5:15 7:8 9:3

10:5,14 19:23

22:16 23:21

feet 12:2 15:12

17:10

felt 5:11

fence 17:8

fences 12:12 13:14

Field 11:15 12:23

finally 13:21

first 4:5 10:13

fit 17:16

fits 17:4

Five 13:16

flaw 14:7

flora 6:19

flying 20:20

following 13:5

foregoing 24:6,9

forgotten 22:9,16,17

forth 19:6

found 13:5 16:9

17:19 20:2

four 13:13 14:21

fragile 13:19 14:15

Francisco 14:5

free 17:19

freeway 19:20

freeways 10:23,24

15:25 16:2

frequency 15:15

friendly 4:13,15

5:12

full 17:2

fully 6:8

future 18:4

F-A-U-N-A 6:20

G

gas 18:4 21:3

Gatwick 20:17

Gaulle 20:18

general 12:21

generally 9:21

geologist 9:22

geology 7:17,18,23

geometrics 16:15

ghetto-ish 23:4

Giacconi 2:19 13:3

given 9:16

glass 16:22

go 5:12 7:13 10:2

11:7 18:5 19:1

21:12,24 23:1,10

23:23

goal 7:10

goals 8:4,8

goes 6:21 19:3 20:22

21:21

going 5:1,10,22,23

6:6 10:1,13 13:21

13:22 15:1,19,22

15:24 16:12 21:12

23:17,21

Golf 4:11

good 10:6 23:8

grandchildren 5:4

Gray 22:11

greater 8:3,8

green 11:7

Gretchen 2:13 6:7

ground 9:1 14:18

15:21

Group 11:10

grows 17:17

growth 8:3,5,8 9:19

17:25

guess 5:25 6:5

Guinness 21:19

Guy 2:17 11:2,2

H

habitat 6:16 11:25

15:10

habits 18:7

happen 4:25 5:23

6:6

happens 5:24

harmfully 16:5

heard 14:11

hearing 4:22

heart 20:23

Heathrow 20:17

Heuston 21:8

high 5:17 11:21

12:11 14:9 17:8

21:3

highly 6:22 8:6

Highway 5:12

high-speed 1:7 4:22

6:10 7:2 10:1,6,19

11:5 14:1,16

16:23 17:4,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:22

history 17:3

homes 6:23 16:4

hop 23:10

hope 4:21 5:16

hotel 4:4,5,8,11,14

4:19

hotels 4:16

hour 20:13

hours 11:21 23:9

house 5:22,23 6:25

10:2

houses 6:25

housing 9:25 14:9

HSR 14:24 15:3

16:4

humans 17:15,15

humble 5:5

hurt 13:14

I

ICE 10:12,12

idea 10:6 16:23 19:9

21:11

ideal 18:20

Ideally 14:17

Illinois 16:2

impact 6:1,2,2

11:21 12:4,17

17:14

impacted 22:20

23:4

impacts 6:19

important 9:13

improvements

22:10

inaccessible 14:17

include 13:1

including 14:12

increased 12:16

13:7,11

incredibly 20:14

infrastructure

18:10,15

inland 8:9,11

intermediate 18:14

International 21:13

21:24

Interstate 16:1

intolerable 15:16

involved 8:2

involving 4:22 5:6

Ireland 21:1,8,9

issue 6:3

issues 4:8 5:6,9

10:22

I-15 6:7 7:8,12 8:5

9:15 11:12 13:16

14:19,21 16:1

17:1,12 23:17,19

23:19,24

I5 19:16

J

Jacqueline 2:14 7:1

jams 21:20

Janay 2:18 11:9

Japanese 19:14

Jewish 1:8 2:2

Jim 2:24 18:25

jobs 21:16

John 2:11 4:3

joins 14:18

Jolla 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

justify 16:8

K

keep 10:16 11:17

kidding 17:11

know 6:1,5 7:4,24

9:5,20 12:3,10

19:11 20:10 23:14

Konvisser 2:20

13:24,25

Kruger 2:18 11:9

L

L 2:14,23 7:1 17:22

La 1:16 2:3 4:1

12:18

land 6:3 15:13

lanes 19:20

large 5:7 12:20

13:13,22 17:7

largely 16:12

largest 4:14

Las 4:15

late 23:10

Lawrence 1:8 2:2

letter 22:12

level 11:16

leverage 14:20

life 18:2,21

light 21:5,10,12

22:13,23

Lindbergh 11:15

12:23

line 6:17 7:12

lines 22:14



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 27

linking 14:6

Lippe 2:21,22 14:23

16:19

Lisa 3:5 23:16

listed 21:18

literally 16:16

little 20:4

live 18:3,21 19:5

23:2

living 5:3

located 18:9

location 7:4 14:19

18:24

London 20:12

long 10:21 14:4

17:24

longtime 4:3

look 5:16 15:4 19:6

looking 4:21

loop 21:23

Los 19:15

loss 6:3

lot 10:22 12:12

19:16,18 21:1

lots 8:22

Lynch 3:3 19:7

L.A 12:20 14:4

M

M 2:11 4:3

main 16:2 21:6

maintained 18:2

maintenance 12:17

12:19

major 23:21

majority 15:4

making 14:17

mall 14:20

manager 4:4,8

manner 22:25

Maria 2:12 5:19,19

mark 17:5,7,8,9,10

17:11

market 5:24 6:3

mass 7:11

Massachusetts 20:8

matter 8:18 19:4

mean 10:20 20:5,5,6

22:1 23:2

medical 12:24

medicine 17:19

MEETING 1:6 2:1

meets 7:10

mention 13:8

mentioned 9:18

Mesa 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

met 15:23

metropolitan 23:7

Midland 20:16

mile 20:13

miles 21:25

million 22:12

minutes 20:13

Mira 22:7,13,24

23:2,3

Miramar 5:13 6:5

13:16 18:18 23:1

23:3

Mirosalva 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

mission 4:6 8:4

17:16

Mitchell 2:16 10:10

10:11

money 10:23 22:14

move 18:19

movement 9:1

MSCP 6:14

multiple 17:7

murder 19:17

M.D 2:21 14:23

N

N 2:9 3:1

name 5:19 9:23 10:2

10:10 11:2 13:24

24:12

Nancy 2:17 11:2,2

natural 15:10 19:2

nature 16:21

near 8:5 10:2 14:8

23:3

necessary 12:16

18:6

need 8:10 9:17 14:3

16:25 17:25 22:17

22:25

needed 9:12 10:21

13:22 14:6 19:18

19:24

needs 9:16 22:23

negative 6:19

neighborhood 22:6

22:7,8,9,19 23:15

Nell 2:13 6:7

new 17:5 20:2

noise 6:23 11:19

13:7 15:16 17:14

19:2

north 7:16 9:24

16:22 17:6 21:25

23:2,23

Northern 21:8

noted 21:5

noticed 20:18

number 6:12,21

13:7 14:3,7,19,21

16:7 22:11

O

October 1:15 2:4

4:1

Okay 8:20 9:10

Olguin 1:24 2:4

24:3,15

once 5:24 15:7

18:20

Ontario 12:23

open 6:15 11:23

opening 4:5

operated 20:16

operates 20:11

operation 4:18

operators 4:14

opinion 13:5 14:6

opposed 5:1

option 6:8,12

order 15:13

organizations 8:22

originally 13:18

Orly 20:18

outbidding 4:13

outstanding 19:9

overdue 19:10

overhead 15:17,20

17:7

overloaded 18:10

overpopulation

22:20

owner 6:6

P

P 2:13 6:7

PAGE 2:10 3:2

Paris 20:12,18,18

park 6:15 11:22,23

13:9 14:12

Parker 2:14 7:1

parking 12:15,15

14:20

Park/Preserve 6:15

part 6:14 8:3

particular 16:3

parts 7:14

party 17:20

pass 15:5,17

passenger 16:6

passing 18:23

path 14:5,5,8

patrols 22:18

pay 16:18

peak 11:20

Peggy 2:23 17:22,22

people 7:15 8:10

11:4 13:11 16:7

16:17 18:6 19:16

19:18 20:20,24

21:1,14 22:1 23:2

percent 11:3 15:5

perfect 17:16

person 4:23

personally 4:23

10:11 11:1

Philadelphia 20:7

picked 19:17

Pines 4:11,20

place 6:18 16:6

18:20

placed 15:9,25

places 20:7

plan 4:12

planning 4:18 11:10

platforms 12:6

playing 10:5

please 14:21 17:19

point 5:21 18:8,13

18:15,18 19:5

points 12:8

poles 5:17 12:9,9

13:13 15:20 17:8

19:2

police 22:18

pollution 6:23 15:16

populated 6:22 8:20

8:21

population 18:22

populous 22:7

possibly 15:23

potential 8:3 15:12

power 19:2

preferred 11:13

preparation 6:9

present 4:12

Presently 17:3

pressure 17:18

previous 11:16

pre-existing 15:13

15:25 16:4

prices 18:5 21:3

probably 5:2 23:14

problem 7:17 8:2

18:8,12 19:22

problems 18:11

proceedings 24:6,10

process 9:2,12,15

produce 15:15

profit 15:3

program 11:16

project 5:21 11:3

promises 5:5,15

proposed 6:12 13:3

13:18 14:8,19

19:12

prospect 14:1

protect 9:7

protected 7:7

protection 9:4

protest 22:21

proximity 16:4

public 1:6 2:1 4:22

pure 23:1

pursue 17:1

put 15:13,20 19:15

21:10 22:12

putting 16:8

p.m 2:4 23:25

Q

Qualcomm 6:8

11:13 12:24 13:17

17:1,18,21 18:18

23:19

quality 18:2,21

question 17:5,7,8,9

17:10,10

quicker 20:8 21:5

R

rail 6:10,17 7:2 10:1

10:6 14:1,16

16:24 17:5,6,12

18:4 19:1,8,24

20:1,22 21:5,6,10

21:12 22:4,5,13

22:23

railroad 10:16

railway 15:7,24

random 16:15

read 9:21,22

real 16:5

realistic 14:25

really 9:13 11:18,20

12:1 15:1 19:8,21

19:24 20:3,3

reason 21:4

reasonable 22:25

reasons 9:18 11:4

13:6 18:3,9 21:2

reconsider 14:21

18:24

record 24:9

Records 21:19

recover 15:9

redirected 22:14

reduction 20:19

region 7:18

regular 20:4,8

relocation 6:1,2

reopen 13:16



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 28

reported 1:24 24:6

Reporter 2:5 24:4

REPORTER'S 1:6

2:1 24:1

reside 5:20

residences 11:21

resident 2:11,12,13

2:14,15,16,17,18

2:19,20,21,22,23

2:24 3:3,4,5 4:3,4

5:19 6:7 7:1 9:23

9:24 10:10 11:2,9

13:3,24 14:23

16:19 17:22,23

18:25 19:7 22:6

23:16

residential 12:25

residential/business

13:12

residents 18:2

resource 14:15

responsible 4:5,9

result 4:20

retaining 12:12

retired 4:4

reviewed 13:4

ridden 10:12

ridges 13:9

riding 11:5 16:7

right 4:10 6:4,24

20:23 21:24 22:19

road 5:20 8:18,19

22:3 23:1,3

roads 8:15 9:6

Roberts 2:11 4:3

roof 18:5

Rose 5:1,4,7,10,14

5:18 6:21 7:7 9:7

10:3,8 11:22,23

13:4,9 14:8,11,14

15:10,10 16:6,21

16:25 17:4,13,18

19:1 23:18,22

route 5:9 6:10,21

11:17 13:5 16:1

16:25 17:13,21

23:20

routing 14:22

ruin 15:9,10

ruined 13:10

run 13:3

running 17:17

20:15

runs 12:10

S

sake 18:22

San 4:4,25 6:10,15

7:15,16 9:4 12:20

14:4,5,8 16:14

19:15 22:8,15,17

22:19 23:5

sand 7:20,25 8:1

Sandra 2:22 16:19

Santos 2:12 5:19,20

save 5:5

saying 22:12

scenery 13:14

school 11:21 14:13

scientific 8:22,22

SCOPING 1:6 2:1

scream 22:21,21

secede 22:17

second 11:18

section 12:19

see 4:25 23:23

seeing 5:9

seen 17:24 19:25

seismological 15:11

sending 8:16,17

sense 13:18 18:12

18:16

sensitive 4:18 5:13

6:14 8:23,25

separated 8:14

separation 8:17

serious 9:16

seriously 9:14 11:12

13:14 21:23

serve 7:14,15

served 10:7 17:1

serves 7:12 14:14

service 23:8,9,10

services 23:5

severe 15:11

Shannon 21:24,25

22:1,2

Sheraton 4:9

shopping 5:7 12:24

Shorthand 2:5 24:3

shot 17:21

show 15:3

showed 11:16 16:7

showing 4:17

side 17:6

sides 14:17

sited 7:4

Six 13:18

skirts 16:17

small 10:25

soil 12:5

Solana 18:17

solve 10:22 19:21

Sorrento 8:24

sort 8:15

source 15:18

south 7:15 16:23

23:23

Southern 21:9

space 6:15 10:5

11:24

SPEAKERS 2:10

3:2

species 9:8

specific 18:3

spending 10:23

sprawling 16:14

stability 7:21 8:19

12:5

stable 9:21,21

Stadium 18:18

23:19

stages 11:11

stand 16:12

standpoints 7:9

started 20:14

state 2:5 19:2 22:15

24:4,16

statement 8:4 9:17

States 8:7

station 12:16 13:17

14:20 16:6,8,10

16:12 18:14,17

21:7,8

stations 12:17,19

14:4 21:6

stenographically

24:7

step 10:13

stop 22:23

storage 12:17 13:23

stored 13:22

straighter 17:21

street 15:5,20

streets 21:17

stronger 9:17

strongly 19:24 22:5

23:21

studied 6:8

studies 13:20 16:6

study 16:9 17:2

studying 11:11

subscribed 24:12

suburban 16:22

subway 16:3

successful 4:7,18,20

4:24 5:3

successfully 4:10

suffer 18:22

support 22:5

supposed 8:14

surface 15:13

system 1:7 6:16

10:16 18:4 21:6

21:10,12 22:23

23:6,6

T

take 16:17,20 20:24

20:24 21:1,14,16

22:2

taken 24:10

takes 21:7,9

talked 12:2

taxes 15:2

taxis 20:24

taxpayer 7:3

team 4:10

technically 10:14

technologically

10:15

telegraph 15:20

tell 16:24

tempered 18:1

term 14:4

terminals 18:14

TGV 20:11

Thank 6:6 9:10 10:8

13:2 14:22 16:18

16:19 17:21 18:24

19:6 23:15

they'd 11:14

thing 8:13,15 9:11

11:18 19:21 20:6

20:21

things 8:2 9:6

think 5:21 6:9 9:6

9:17 10:6,13,24

17:12 18:4 19:4,8

20:12 23:19

three 13:11 14:19

thrive 9:9

time 10:21 11:7

16:13 17:24 19:19

22:9,9,10 23:13

24:10

timely 23:9

today 4:6,21 6:10

15:19

told 7:22

Torrey 4:11,20

totally 22:4,9,20

23:4

tour 16:20

tourist 12:25 13:12

town 7:14 21:22

track 14:10

tracks 6:22 16:3

17:6,7

tract 9:25

traffic 12:16 13:11

13:11 21:16,20

22:3

trails 14:15

train 1:7 4:22 7:2

8:12 9:12 10:19

12:7 14:10,18

15:7,14,22 16:16

20:1,11 21:2,21

trains 10:12 11:6,20

13:8,21 15:4,15

17:5 20:5,9,25

21:7,9

transcribed 24:7

TRANSCRIPT 1:6

2:1

transcription 24:8

transfer 18:8,13,18

transient 18:22

transit 7:11 11:13

11:14 12:22 13:17

transportation 8:11

travel 16:24

traveled 4:24

Treadway 2:24

18:25

trip 20:13

trolley 7:12,13

11:15 18:17 22:14

trolleys 17:17

trucks 12:4

true 24:9

trying 10:24

Tuesday 1:15 2:3

4:1

tunnel 8:13,14 12:5

12:6,13 15:14

17:10

tunneling 17:9

tunnels 12:1,2 13:20

two 13:9 14:7 17:5

21:6 23:12

two-legged 17:15

types 22:10

U

unacceptable 6:19

6:19,24

unbuild 15:8

underground 12:2

19:3

underneath 8:18

understand 17:25

underwritten 15:2

United 8:7

University 8:21,23

9:24 11:10 14:9

14:19 16:20 17:23

22:15 23:18,22

unsightly 13:23



Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

Page 29

urban 11:23 16:16

16:21

urge 18:23

usage 15:23

use 6:3 8:11,12 10:5

16:10

UTC 12:16,22 14:20

18:9

UTC/Rose 6:12

utilized 15:18

V

vacant 15:6 16:12

Valley 8:24 17:16

valuation 14:25

value 5:24 6:3

values 16:5

vanishing 9:5

various 9:6

Vegas 4:15

versus 23:17

vibration 7:25 8:1

11:19 13:8

Village 12:18

villages 16:14

visible 12:14

visual 12:8,9 13:15

voters 14:24

W

walls 12:13

want 4:25 5:4 6:5

7:3 10:25 11:17

12:3 15:12 19:5

23:16

wanted 6:1 19:7,15

19:20

Washington 20:2,7

wasn't 19:18

way 5:5 10:5 15:8

19:10 21:12 23:12

ways 5:17

week 20:15

west 7:19,24

we're 4:21 6:9 10:23

11:6,10,18,20

12:14,24,25 15:21

We've 11:19

whereof 24:12

wildlife 7:7 9:4,7

11:24 13:10

winding 17:13

wires 12:10,10

13:13 15:17,20,21

17:7 19:6

wish 16:20

witness 24:12

won 4:10

work 21:14 22:1,4

23:11,11,13

working 12:24

world 4:14 21:19

world's 21:19

worried 11:18,20

12:1,14

worst 21:20 23:6,6

wrote 22:11

X

X 2:9 3:1

Y

years 15:2 22:11

yell 22:21,22

York 20:2

young 10:4

$

$89 22:12

1

10 2:16

100 9:8 11:3

11 2:17,18

12-feet 12:11

12-foot 17:8

12959 1:24 2:5

24:16

13 1:15 2:4,19,20

4:1

134 11:19 15:17

17:5

14 2:21

15 5:12 10:7 17:21

21:25 22:13

150 12:2 15:12

17:10

16 2:22

163 23:19

17 2:23

19 2:24 3:3

1976 19:13

2

2 6:12

20 20:13

2005 11:16

2009 1:15 2:4 4:1

24:13

22 3:4

23 3:5

3

3 6:21

3:00 2:4

320 20:12

35,000-dollar 16:11

350 20:13

4

4 2:11

40 15:2

4126 2:3

5

5 2:12 16:1

5:20 23:12

6

6 2:13

6:00 23:11

6:45 23:25

7

7 2:14

8

8 16:1 22:13

80s 4:8

805 7:19,21,24

12:17

9

9 2:15

90 15:5





1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

          LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

               TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

                 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11

19 Anna Giacconi - Resident                           13

20 Aaron Konvisser - Resident                         13

21 Ernie Lippe, M.D. - Resident                       14

22 Sandra Lippe - Resident                            16

23 Peggy L. Daly - Resident                           17
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the



14

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

          LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

               TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

                 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11
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22 Sandra Lippe - Resident                            16
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24 Jim Treadway - Resident                            19

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

          LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

               TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

                 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11

19 Anna Giacconi - Resident                           13

20 Aaron Konvisser - Resident                         13

21 Ernie Lippe, M.D. - Resident                       14

22 Sandra Lippe - Resident                            16

23 Peggy L. Daly - Resident                           17
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do



22

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --



13

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.



18

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do



22

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

          LAWRENCE FAMILY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

               TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

                 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959



2

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center,

3 4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, California, on Tuesday,

4 October 13, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 John M. Roberts - Resident                         4

12 Maria I. Santos - Resident                         5

13 P. Gretchen Nell - Resident                        6

14 Jacqueline L. Parker - Resident                    7

15 Alison Barton - Resident                           9

16 Audrey Mitchell - Resident                         10

17 Nancy Guy - Resident                               11

18 Janay Kruger - Resident                            11

19 Anna Giacconi - Resident                           13

20 Aaron Konvisser - Resident                         13

21 Ernie Lippe, M.D. - Resident                       14

22 Sandra Lippe - Resident                            16

23 Peggy L. Daly - Resident                           17
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is



10

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this



15

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the



15

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.
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1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as
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1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Escondido Center for the Arts, 340 North

3 Escondido Boulevard, Escondido, California, on Thursday,

4 October 15, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before Mirosalva Olguin,

5 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959 for the State of

6 California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 Glenn E. Roy - Ferrocret Co.                       3

P.O. Box 9190

12 Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067

13 Robert Cook - Resident                             5

14 Lynn Tagge - Resident                              6

15 John Brindle - Resident                            6

16 Mike Chandler - Resident                           6

17 Andrea Chandler - Resident                         7

18 Mike Jones - Resident                              7

19 Beverly Jones - Resident                           8

20 Andrea Seavey - Resident                           9

21 Lynn Parrish - Resident                            10

22 Ellen Flouire - Resident                           11

23 Jacquelyn Borden - Resident                        12

24 Havelica Amago-Melbol - Resident                   16

25
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1 ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

2

3           GLENN E. ROY - FERROCRET:  My name is Glenn

4 Edward Roy.  I'm with a Mexican company, Ferrocret.  We

5 are a start-up that is producing concrete products using

6 an aggregate that's a waste product that's extracted

7 from the earth.  We are located in Cananea Sonora,

8 Mexico, and we're there because it's one of the sources

9 for the largest deposits of the waste product called

10 scoria, in Spanish, which, chemically, is calcium

11 siloxane.

12           It's abundant.  It's in huge man-made

13 mountains that have been accumulating for the last 100

14 years.  It's considered an environmental hazard only in

15 the sense that it's a visual blight.  Basically, it's

16 chemically inert.  Our cost is approximately 50 U.S.

17 cents per metric ton, grated, washed and delivered.  And

18 we feel we have a very good opportunity to manufacture

19 all manner of precast concrete products using the

20 scoria.

21           In this case, we want to make everything from

22 manholes to parking structures, affordable precast

23 concrete housing, but especially concrete railroad ties,

24 in Spanish, durmientes de concreto.  So Cananea is the

25 place because it's the site of the third largest built
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1 copper mine in the world.  It has excellent rail access,

2 north and south.  South is at the Mexican heartland and

3 north across the frontier into the United States via a

4 rail system that was developed in the 1880s and is now

5 in a state of disrepair.  But there's great hope that

6 much of that can be rebuilt as a supply line to bring in

7 goods, when the economy recovers, from China, the

8 Pacific Rim and to enhance the Mexican rail system and

9 the U.S. rail systems in the U.S. national region.

10           So, our purpose here today is to see if we can

11 get the audience we can serve through the California

12 High-Speed Rail Authority.  I have spoken with Anthony

13 Daniels and, maybe, Marshed, people who are involved in

14 the project, the planning, the providing the

15 rights-of-way, the vendors, everything that would have

16 to do with getting this project underway, including bond

17 indebtedness, if voters approved, November 4, for, I

18 believe, 10 billion dollars.

19           So we are in it for the long haul.  We want to

20 provide all the ties.  We do have a good track record

21 with Union Pacific.  They've already told us that they

22 would ship all of our ties to their job sites free of

23 cost.  We are also looking at to curry favor with

24 Burlington Northern Santa Fe, another major player here

25 in the rail systems of California.  But this high-speed
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1 rail is definitely going to require concrete ties, and

2 not wooden.

3           So to that end we want to supply every

4 concrete tie.  And we believe we're in the best position

5 to do so because we have the best costs.  I have a

6 method also -- a proprietary method of achieving a

7 28-day cure, for concrete, in six to eight hours, and

8 that means very rapid demoldings.  So the concrete

9 long-line system can produce railroad ties, or sleepers,

10 as the Brits call them.  We are looking at, instead of

11 one eight-hour shift with a four-hour cleanup, two

12 ten-hour shifts with a four-hour cleanup.  Running two

13 lines we can then double the capacity and produce

14 approximately a mile of ties per day.

15           That's my spiel.  That's the story.  I'm

16 hoping today will be a good opportunity to meet some of

17 the people who are making the planning happen and see if

18 we can progress from here.  Thank you very much.

19           ROBERT COOK - RESIDENT:  I would just like to

20 mention the area between Escondido and Riverside, to do

21 a really extensive environmental study, because that

22 area is rich in minerals and gems and, also, its

23 elevations are extreme.  And the -- what else do I want

24 to say.  I want to add something to that.

25           That the environment is extremely sensitive
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1 between that area.  I just want to make them aware of it

2 in case they're not -- they're not from this area.  They

3 might not be aware of those things.

4           LYNN TAGGE - RESIDENT:  There are two possible

5 ways through Escondido.  If down the freeway is chosen,

6 please take care with noise abatement to protect the

7 houses that are on the ridgelines.  If the choice is on

8 Centre City Parkway, please take care to address traffic

9 concerns and also vibration from a high-speed train

10 passing through near to the houses on either side.

11 That's all.

12           JOHN BRINDLE - RESIDENT:  My comment is it

13 would be helpful if there was some guidance as to how

14 the high-speed rail should be incorporated into local

15 general plans at this time.  Many of us are doing

16 general plan updates and we don't want to neglect an

17 important consideration and we don't want to go too far.

18 So it is helpful to get some input so everybody along

19 the line is treating it in the same manner and at the

20 appropriate time.

21           MIKE CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  I'm very concerned

22 about the amount of money we're spending.  The

23 schools -- we don't have enough money for schools.

24 We're laying teachers off.  We're letting people out of

25 prison because we can't afford to keep them in prison.
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1 And we're spending money on -- we're talking about

2 spending money on a train that I don't believe anybody

3 is going to ride.  I think I just summed it up.  I don't

4 like the noise either.

5           ANDREA CHANDLER - RESIDENT:  First and

6 foremost, I am concerned about the noise and the visual

7 impact from my backyard.  My property abuts Route 15.  I

8 don't really see how the project will be cost effective

9 because I don't believe enough people will ride it to

10 pay for it.  And I don't want to have to pay more than

11 the bonds that are -- that have already passed for a new

12 train.

13           But I'm very concerned about my property

14 value.  And, I guess, if they were to put the train

15 underground, I wouldn't be as opposed to it.  But I

16 still have a concern about the monetary aspect.  We have

17 a lot of issues in this state and in this County that

18 are going to cost us a lot of money.  And I don't think

19 that this project will be cost effective.  Jails,

20 schools, our water pipes, some of the basic

21 infrastructure, firemen, police, all of that has been

22 diminished.  I feel we should be spending our money that

23 way.  Thank you.

24           MIKE JONES:  We're upset because of the impact

25 it's going to have on the people that live along the
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1 corridor.  And we've just learned that the coastal towns

2 have said, "No.  We don't want it there, where there

3 isn't a rail system."  They want to move it inland.

4           We live along the 15 corridor.  We just spent

5 years having it expanded and, seeing how that growth has

6 affected the wildlife in the area and the noise level

7 and all the growth, now they want to put a high-speed

8 train next to that.  It's going to further impact the

9 noise along the inside corridor.

10           We feel like for every person that does use

11 it, there's going to be many more people that are

12 negatively impacted so -- and the cost.  We feel like,

13 you know, the city, state, our government, we're kind of

14 going broke.  And now we're spending millions of dollars

15 to move people up and down the coast.  We just don't

16 feel like that's warranted.

17           One thing I just thought of, the airports.

18 They screen for terrorists.  And this is kind of a

19 sitting duck for terrorists to get at without having as

20 much control over.

21           BEVERLY JONES:  I feel it's going to

22 negatively impact our home life.  The noise, the air

23 quality already, you know, the birds and the coyotes,

24 and we had a mountain goat.  They're gone.  They're not

25 so plentiful now since they built that freeway -- that
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1 huge freeway.  We're dealing with -- we have the

2 helicopters from Miramar, which where there a few years

3 ago, and now we're going to have to deal with this

4 high-speed train.  We're upset about it.  It's going to

5 affect our home life, our neighborhood, our breathing,

6 just everything.

7           And as a taxpayer, I don't want to pay for it.

8 I mean, we're already in debt.  We owe so much to China.

9 They borrowed Social Security money for the war on Iraq.

10 So the government doesn't have any money, the state is

11 in debt and our City is in debt, our County -- I don't

12 know about our County state.

13           There's money better spent than to build a

14 high-speed railroad for minorities.  Because I don't

15 feel like a lot of people -- business people are going

16 to be taking airplanes.  They're not going to spend four

17 hours to get from San Diego to Sacramento.  They're

18 going to be flying the airplane up there, and it's

19 hurting the airline industry anyway if you put in this

20 high-speed train.  I think it's a ridiculous waste of

21 money.

22           ANDREA SEAVEY - RESIDENT:  In my opinion,

23 we've needed a high-speed train a long time ago, before

24 we did all these lousy freeways.  And I think when we're

25 making the decision, it should be -- everybody who is
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1 voting should be restricted to Escondido residents.

2 Because people that live in the Escondido area, that are

3 in the County, they're the people that will be using it

4 probably more than the people in the City and are more

5 involved in what happens to the City but have no voice.

6           I happen to think that our City Council are a

7 bunch of dingbats and they're the ones that are going to

8 be making the decision, and I'm really worried.  I think

9 that it shouldn't go down the Centre City.  It should

10 stay towards the freeway.  I think that's where it

11 should be.  And I think a wonderful place for the

12 station would be Westfield Mall because it's dying now.

13 It's right on the freeway.  It's a large area.

14           The City is going to be totally against it

15 because they want the taxes from that.  They rely on the

16 taxes.  They aren't getting them now.  And the Sprinter

17 they talked about, when the mall was flourishing -- or

18 when they hoped it would, they were talking about

19 running a piece of Sprinter line over there.  So,

20 actually, that's how I feel.  I think it should be

21 around that way.

22           If they tear up Centre City Parkway, the whole

23 town will be just a wreck.  That's really -- it was the

24 old 395, originally, when it was built and all the new

25 stuff was built around it.  So that's the way I feel.
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1           LYNN PARRISH - RESIDENT:  I'm looking forward

2 to additional information regarding the specifics of the

3 proposed high-speed train through the County of

4 San Diego.  I would like to see the cost figures of --

5 for the passenger, and I would like to also see, at the

6 next meeting, more detail of the project, like where --

7 where the corridor is, whether it's already there.

8 Like, whether it's on top of the 15 corridor, or what.

9 Okay.

10           And also, in the meantime, before this would

11 be built, 20 years away, perhaps you would consider a --

12 some alternative ways of relieving traffic.  For

13 example, maybe a ferry that would ferry cars or trucks

14 to and from different parts of the Southern California

15 region, like we have in the Seattle area.  They could do

16 that as the train is built because transportation is

17 interrelated, and so forth.

18           I don't really see the need for the train to

19 go to the airport.  And I think that if it got to the

20 University City point that there would be -- that would

21 be sufficient for the County.  It doesn't need to go all

22 the way to the airport, that there would be additional

23 trolley lines built to connect at University Point to

24 the airport, because it's in planning at this time.

25 It's called Mid Coast Corridor Project of the San Diego
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1 Trolley.  That's all I have right now.

2           ELLEN FLOUIRE - RESIDENT:  I think it's a good

3 idea to have that, to have that high-speed train,

4 whatever you call it, the train, rail.  I really like

5 it.  I like the idea.  Too bad they didn't have anything

6 right by our doors.  The train would take us everywhere,

7 you know, all over, all over the town, you know, from

8 our house to another house, or whatever.  But I like the

9 idea.  That's all I have to say.  Okay.

10           But I really like the idea.  I just like the

11 idea, you know, having it door to door, from house to

12 house also.  If I wanted to go see a friend or go

13 shopping, or something I like that, too.

14           JACQUELYN BORDEN - RESIDENT:  I came here

15 today because I wanted to hear where we were in the

16 process and I wanted to hear what other people were

17 saying, what their issues were.  Were there a lot of

18 people for this system, or are there a lot of people up

19 in arms against it?  Where we're at exactly.

20           I think the most exciting thing for me is to

21 realize that we're so early in this process.  So often

22 we're called in to make public comments and the meeting

23 starts, "Thank you all for coming today.  Tomorrow the

24 decision will be made.  We appreciate your comments

25 today anyway."  No.  This is so early in the process
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1 that some of the people that are here today, with

2 information, have said people are frustrated there's so

3 little detail.

4           No, no, no.  This is wonderful to be here

5 before there's detail.  Possible stations were mentioned

6 and one person said, "I'm back again today.  I went to

7 the Tuesday meeting and I asked if additional stations

8 could be added later," and they said, "Possibly."

9 "Well, we really need one in Mira Mesa."

10           But then he went home and studied the

11 information online and looked it over and said, "Wait a

12 minute.  The station here is going to be at UTC.

13 There's already a major highway.  They're going to need

14 a connection to the coast, to all of the trains that go

15 up and down the coast.  Why isn't that station, for this

16 system, in Mira Mesa instead of UTC, not years later in

17 addition to UTC?  Why doesn't Mira Mesa get the station

18 now, at the beginning?"

19           And when he said that -- I live in Mira Mesa.

20 I know the problems we have with transit in Mira Mesa.

21 The gentleman happened to be in a wheelchair.  I've

22 worked with a sign language interpreter.  I've worked

23 with deaf/blind people.  I have a good friend who lives

24 in Mira Mesa who is deaf/blind.  His parents drive him

25 to work.  When he could see better, they drove him to
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1 the bus and he stood in the dark in Mira Mesa and waited

2 for the bus and hoped it was the regular driver who

3 would recognize him and make sure he got on the bus to

4 get to work.  It added about an hour and a half to his

5 total commute to take the bus all the way there and all

6 the way back.

7           If you're talking about a major hub, talking

8 about a major station for any major commute system in

9 San Diego being in Mira Mesa for the first time, you're

10 connecting a whole community that isn't connected now.

11 Not many people are going to give up their cars to

12 commute for two or two and a half or three hours, not if

13 they can drive that car, not if they have parents who

14 will take them.

15           But, eventually, my deaf/blind friend's

16 parents will die.  I've talked to him about where he's

17 going to move.  Downtown?  Somewhere else with good

18 connections downtown?  And when he travels how will he

19 get to the airport?  How long extra is it going to take

20 him to do that?

21           High-speed rail is a chance for him to cut a

22 ticket price in half compared to flying.  High-speed

23 rail from Mira Mesa, oh, my goodness, you're talking

24 about him not having to relocate at all.  Because we're

25 so early in the process, I was able to say to the
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1 gentleman who had this idea, "Let's go to the Mira Mesa

2 town council.  Let's get a lot of people in Mira Mesa on

3 board for this now, early."

4           We talk about one powerful political leader

5 who doesn't want high-speed rail to go through the 15

6 corridor.  His property value might go down.  He gets

7 outvoted if everyone who wants it in Mira Mesa, who

8 knows about it, knows about it this early and knows we

9 have a chance for that station, that's powerful.

10           I was in the San Francisco bay area, when a

11 little town called Fremont got a BART station and it

12 totally changed that town.  The schools for the blind

13 and the deaf moved from Berkeley, in the heart of the

14 Bay Area, down to little, rural Fremont because they had

15 a BART station.  The students complained about being

16 moved out into the country, there's nothing there, it's

17 the end of the world.

18           But everyone in Fremont stepped up.  The

19 police learned sign language, merchants learned how to

20 deal with blind customers, merchants learned how to deal

21 with deaf customers, and the people there, associated

22 with those schools, said it was the best thing that ever

23 happened to them to move to little Fremont.  It never

24 would have happened without that BART station there.  So

25 I know what it means and I know what this station would
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1 mean here in Mira Mesa.

2           No.  This is not meant to be a station for

3 light rail or for local bus lines.  Mira Mesa has been

4 somewhat of a cultural area, and Mira Mesa has a chance

5 to become, really, a part of San Diego now, sort of

6 halfway between San Diego and Escondido, halfway between

7 inland areas and the coast, neither/nor, neither/or.

8           Because we're so early in this process, the

9 people of Mira Mesa have a chance to be heard.  So I

10 thank the people who are holding these meetings for

11 starting them and allowing us to come and hear other

12 people's ideas I never would have thought about if I

13 hadn't come here today.  But my comments will follow.  I

14 have a lot of other things I have opinions about which I

15 didn't think I would have opinions about.  Thank you for

16 your time.

17           HAVELICA AMAGO-MELBOL - RESIDENT:  Basically,

18 we are against this rail system coming through.  One of

19 their plans is to put it right behind our house.  We

20 live on Centre City Parkway, so that will be a huge

21 noise factor.  It will bring down the value of our home.

22 When rail systems go through, wherever they go through,

23 it seems to turn into a ghetto.  So we have huge

24 concerns about where they're putting this.

25           No matter how great they make it look, no
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1 matter how modern and technologically advanced, if it's

2 going right behind someone's house, it's not okay, in

3 our opinion.  And I feel that way even though it's not

4 going right next to my house.  And I'm always saying,

5 "Yeah, that sounds great.  But who are they going to

6 waste, putting something through," whether it's a line

7 or electric lines, or whatever.  So we just have huge

8 concerns about -- about this rail system and we will

9 definitely be fighting it going through Centre City

10 Parkway.

11           One thing I wanted to say was there's a lot of

12 people who live right along Centre City Parkway that

13 would be affected by a train running right, you know,

14 behind their home or apartment or condo, or whatever.

15 So I think you really need to think about an alternate

16 route than running it up Centre City Parkway where so

17 many people live.  You're affecting their lifestyle,

18 basically.  Just taking away the value of their home.

19 That's what's going to happen.

20           (The comments concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5



7

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --



8

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California

17
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

             RAMADA LIMITED, SAN DIEGO AIRPORT

               WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 William W. Berry                                   3

San Diego, CA 92107

12 berry.bill@ earthlink.net

13 Judith A. Swink                                    6

2289 Caminito Pasada, #106

14 San Diego, CA 92107

15 Jay Shumaker                                       7

4904 N. Harbor Ave, #205

16 San Diego, CA 92106

17 Richard Wolf                                       8

1821 Calle Delicada

18 La Jolla, CA 92037

19 Dennis Spillane                                    10

1821 Calle Delicada

20 La Jolla, CA 92037

21 Carolyn Chase                                      10

Sierra Club of San Diego

22

Anthony Lynch                                      11

23

Unidentified Speaker                               12

24 (No personal information given)

25
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *

9
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:
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6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported
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8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the
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11
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5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 William W. Berry                                   3

San Diego, CA 92107

12 berry.bill@ earthlink.net

13 Judith A. Swink                                    6

2289 Caminito Pasada, #106

14 San Diego, CA 92107

15 Jay Shumaker                                       7

4904 N. Harbor Ave, #205

16 San Diego, CA 92106

17 Richard Wolf                                       8

1821 Calle Delicada

18 La Jolla, CA 92037

19 Dennis Spillane                                    10

1821 Calle Delicada

20 La Jolla, CA 92037

21 Carolyn Chase                                      10

Sierra Club of San Diego

22

Anthony Lynch                                      11

23

Unidentified Speaker                               12

24 (No personal information given)

25



3

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1 LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009

2

3           JOHN M. ROBERTS - RESIDENT:  As a longtime

4 resident of San Diego, and retired hotel manager, I was

5 responsible for opening up the first hotel in

6 Mission Bay, and today it continues to be very

7 successful, and it answered all of the environmental

8 issues.  Then, again, in the '80s, as a hotel manager

9 for the Sheraton Corporation, I was responsible for the

10 team that won, successfully, the right to build the

11 hotel at Torrey Pines Golf Course.

12           We were able to present the architectural plan

13 that was extremely environmentally friendly, outbidding

14 some of the largest hotel operators in the world, from

15 Las Vegas, and my friendly competition, Del Coronado,

16 and several other hotels, and we did it through the

17 environmental aspects of showing how both can be

18 successful in planning an operation that is so sensitive

19 to the environment as building a hotel on the

20 Torrey Pines area, and the result is very successful,

21 today, up there.  And I hope that what we're looking at,

22 at this public hearing involving the high-speed train,

23 which I, personally, am in favor of, a person that has

24 traveled in areas where it's been very successful, and I

25 want to see it happen in the San Diego County, but I am
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1 definitely opposed of it going through Rose Canyon.

2           I'm at the age that I probably may not even be

3 here, living, when it's -- if you are successful.  But I

4 want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy Rose Canyon.

5 And in my humble way, I'd like to save the promises that

6 were made on the environmental issues involving

7 Rose Canyon, and I believe the large shopping center

8 seems to be very concerned about the environmental

9 issues of the area.  I cannot buy into seeing the route

10 going through Rose Canyon.

11           We had always felt that it was -- it was

12 environmental friendly to go on Highway 15 or across at

13 the Miramar exit, not through a sensitive area such as

14 Rose Canyon.  And these are my concerns.  And I actually

15 feel these are the promises that have been made to the

16 community.  And I hope that you will continue to look

17 for alternative ways, as high electric poles, elevation,

18 are definitely detrimental to the Rose Canyon area.

19           MARIA I. SANTOS - RESIDENT:  My name is Maria

20 Santos and I reside on Carroll Canyon Road, which, I

21 think, is the point of this project for now.  And I'm

22 concerned about my condo -- or house, how it's going to

23 affect us.  What's going to happen to our house?  I'm

24 concerned about the market value once this happens.

25 And, I guess, that's it.
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1           The relocation impact.  I wanted to know more

2 about the relocation impact and the acquisition impact,

3 the land use issue and the loss of market value of my

4 condominium, because I'm right there by Carroll and

5 Miramar.  I guess that's it.  I just want to know what's

6 going to happen to us as the owner.  Thank you.

7           P. GRETCHEN NELL - RESIDENT:  The I-15 to

8 Qualcomm option should be fully studied in the

9 preparation of the DEIR -- I think we're doing a draft

10 today -- for the high-speed rail route in San Diego

11 County.

12           Number 2, the proposed UTC/Rose Canyon option

13 should be discarded.  This is an environmentally

14 sensitive area and ecologically a part of the MSCP and

15 an open space park in the San Diego Park/Preserve

16 System.  The habitat and animal corridors would be

17 destroyed during construction.  And when the rail line

18 is in place, it would be destroyed.  There will be

19 unacceptable -- unacceptable negative impacts to flora

20 and fauna, F-A-U-N-A.

21           Number 3, the Rose Canyon/UTC route goes

22 through a highly populated area where the tracks would

23 be very close to the homes.  The noise pollution would

24 be unacceptable in this area because it's right next to

25 all these houses.  Not my house, but still.
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1           JACQUELINE L. PARKER - RESIDENT:  I'm in favor

2 for the bullet train or high-speed rail, whatever you

3 call it.  Anyway, I have -- as a taxpayer I want it to

4 be sited at a location that will have -- you know,

5 have -- will be effective without adversely affecting

6 the environment.  I'm especially concerned about the

7 wildlife in Rose Canyon, which is a protected area, and

8 also -- but I feel that the I-15 corridor is the best

9 from many standpoints.

10           One, it meets your goal of connecting with

11 mass transit, because we already have an existing

12 trolley line that serves the county there.  And I-15

13 could easily connect with the trolley, which could go

14 over to the airport and other parts of town and serve --

15 better serve the people of South San Diego as well as

16 North San Diego.

17           We have a geology problem.  In that the

18 geology of the area that is in the coastal region,

19 especially the I -- especially the area west of 805,

20 it's just compressed sand.  It is not -- much of it does

21 not have the stability that the area east of the 805

22 has.  It's what I've been told.

23           I have concerns about the geology of the area

24 that is west of 805 to the coast.  We have, you know --

25 because the vibration -- it's just compressed sand, most
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1 of it is just compressed sand.  And the vibration, and

2 other things involved, could be a problem.  As far as

3 greater growth potential, these are all part of your

4 mission statement -- of your goals, I should say.  There

5 is far more area for growth near I-15 than there is

6 here.  We are already one of the most highly -- or dense

7 areas in the whole United States.  And there would be

8 greater area for growth, which is one of your goals, if

9 you had it farther inland.

10           There are more people that need -- that are

11 using the inland area for transportation that could use

12 a train such as this more effectively than use the

13 coastal area.  Another thing you have is the tunnel.

14 This tunnel is supposed to be separated from existing

15 roads, and that sort of thing.  The areas where you're

16 considering sending -- some of the areas you're

17 considering sending it, the separation is -- is just a

18 matter of being underneath the road, which still can

19 adversely affect the stability of that road.

20           This area is densely populated.  Okay.  The

21 University City area is densely populated and there are

22 also lots of scientific -- scientific organizations that

23 have sensitive equipment, like the University of

24 California, Sorrento Valley and such, they have

25 sensitive equipment that could be adversely affected by
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1 ground movement and would be adversely affected by any

2 construction process as well.  Of all of the

3 considerations, the environmental consideration, I feel,

4 is critical and the protection of wildlife of San Diego.

5           The environment is vanishing to, you know,

6 build roads, build various things, and I think we have

7 to protect the wildlife, especially in the Rose Canyon

8 area.  There are only over 100 species now of animals

9 that thrive on the environment that's there.  And it's a

10 delicate balance.  Okay.  Thank you.

11           The other thing, environmental and cultural,

12 in the process of doing this train, which is needed in

13 California, is really important that you do not

14 seriously adversely affect the cultural -- the community

15 culture and the environment in the process.  The I-15

16 needs to be given serious consideration.  I alluded to

17 that, but I think I need to make a stronger statement,

18 and I mentioned some of the reasons why.

19           There's area for growth there where there

20 isn't here.  You know, like I said before, that's more

21 stable -- generally stable, from what I've read.  I'm

22 not a geologist, but that's what I read.

23           ALISON BARTON - RESIDENT:  My name is

24 Alison Barton and I'm a resident of North University

25 City in a housing tract called Barcelona.  And my
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1 concern about the high-speed rail is that it's going to

2 go through the canyon near our house.  And the name of

3 that canyon is Rose Canyon.

4           I have a young daughter, and another one on

5 the way, and they use that space for playing.  I feel

6 that a high-speed rail is a good idea, but I think it

7 would be better served continuing down the 15 corridor

8 or anywhere else that's not through Rose Canyon.  Thank

9 you.

10           AUDREY MITCHELL - RESIDENT:  My name is

11 Audrey Mitchell and my comment is -- I've personally

12 ridden on the ICE throughout Europe, the ICE trains.

13 And I think it would be our first step towards -- going

14 towards becoming as technically as, like -- I feel that

15 they're ahead of us, and are technologically advanced in

16 their railroad system, and that would keep us up with

17 them.

18           Not only that, but it's very -- there's not

19 too many downsides to having a high-speed train

20 environmentally and just throughout California.  I mean,

21 it's something that's been needed for a very long time.

22 And it would definitely solve a lot of issues with our

23 freeways -- how much money we're spending in our

24 freeways alone.  Let alone -- I'm trying to think of

25 what I want to say.  Like, there's a very small downturn
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1 of it, basically; I personally am all for it.

2           NANCY GUY - RESIDENT:  My name is Nancy Guy.

3 And I'm 100 percent in favor of this project for

4 environmental reasons, anything to get people out of

5 their cars.  And I've had experience riding high-speed

6 trains in Asia.  And it's embarrassing that we're so far

7 behind.  It's time to catch up.  Go green.  And that's

8 that.

9           JANAY KRUGER - RESIDENT:  I'm the chairman of

10 the University City Planning Group and we're in very

11 early stages of studying the alignment.  And we would

12 like you to very seriously consider the I-15 alignment

13 to Qualcomm Transit Center as one of the preferred

14 alternatives.  And then from that transit center, they'd

15 make a connection by the trolley to Lindbergh Field.

16 Your previous program level EIR, in 2005, showed that

17 route; so we want to keep it.

18           The second thing is we're really worried about

19 noise and vibration.  We've computed that there's 134

20 trains a day.  And we're really worried about the peak

21 hours and the impact on the residences, the high school,

22 and Rose Canyon Park.  And then we'd like you to avoid

23 Rose Canyon Park.  It is our only, like, urban open

24 space in the area, and we have wildlife corridor,

25 habitat, et cetera.



12

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1           The community is really worried about tunnels.

2 We talked about tunnels 150 feet underground.  And so

3 they want to know what the feasibility is, the cost, the

4 construction impact from excavation, how many trucks,

5 soil stability, where does the tunnel begin, where does

6 it end, and where would the platforms be for the tunnel,

7 to get in and out on the train.

8           And then the next points are visual.  The

9 visual of the catenary poles.  The catenary poles, you

10 know, are the big wires -- electrical wires that it runs

11 on.  And then around them you have 12-feet high

12 chain-link fences and you'll have a lot of retaining

13 walls around the entrance and exit to the tunnel.  So

14 we're worried about the visible.

15           The parking.  The additional parking

16 necessary, at the UTC Station, increased traffic and the

17 impact of the storage and maintenance stations at 805

18 and La Jolla Village Drive.  And, apparently, those

19 maintenance stations are for the entire section from

20 L.A. to San Diego; so they're fairly large.

21           And just, in general, we don't believe that

22 the UTC Transit Center has the same attraction as

23 Lindbergh Field and Ontario Airport, Escondido and

24 Qualcomm.  We're more of a shopping, working, medical,

25 residential area.  We're not a tourist designation --
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1 destination; so I would like you to include those in the

2 comments.  Thank you.

3           ANNA GIACCONI - RESIDENT:  The proposed run

4 through Rose Canyon should be reviewed and, in my

5 opinion, an alternative route found for the following

6 reasons:

7           One, noise from the increased number of

8 trains, not to mention the vibration damage that can be

9 caused on delicate ridges.  Two, Rose Canyon is a park

10 with wildlife.  This would be completely ruined by

11 additional traffic.  Three, increased people traffic.

12 Our city is a residential/business area, not a tourist

13 area.  Four, construction of the wires and large poles,

14 fences, et cetera, will seriously hurt the scenery and

15 visual beauty of the area.

16           Five, reopen the I-15 corridor from Miramar

17 down to Qualcomm Transit station.  This makes much more

18 sense, because that was originally proposed.  Six,

19 considering how fragile our area is, where are the

20 feasibility studies concerning tunnels and having them

21 built, and, finally, where are the trains going to be

22 stored.  A large area is going to be needed for

23 unsightly storage.  That's it.

24           AARON KONVISSER - RESIDENT:  My name is

25 Aaron Konvisser.  And I'm very excited about the
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1 prospect of high-speed rail.  However, I have some

2 concerns.

3           Number one, I believe that we need to have

4 stations at San Diego and L.A. airports, long term.  A

5 path to -- a path that also connects San Francisco is

6 needed.  Not linking the airports is, in my opinion, a

7 critical flaw.  Number two, I am concerned about the

8 proposed path through Rose Canyon, in San Diego, near

9 University City.  There is very high density of housing

10 in the area, and the train from the existing track in

11 Rose Canyon can already be heard through most of the

12 community, including Doyle Park and Doyle Elementary

13 School.

14           Rose Canyon, itself, also serves as a

15 community resource with trails and the fragile

16 ecosystem.  A high-speed rail would divide the canyon,

17 making it inaccessible from both sides.  Ideally, the

18 train should not appear above ground until it joins

19 I-15.  Number three, proposed location of University

20 Station should leverage existing parking from UTC mall.

21 And number four, please reconsider the I-15 corridor

22 routing.  Thank you.

23           ERNIE LIPPE, M.D. - RESIDENT:  Despite the

24 fact that voters have approved the HSR, I don't believe

25 that they have a realistic valuation about how much this
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1 is really going to cost.  For example, Amtrak has been

2 underwritten by federal taxes for over 40 years.  It has

3 yet to show a profit.  The demand for HSR is not there.

4 If you look at existing trains and buses, the majority

5 of them that pass you on the street are 90 percent

6 vacant.  There isn't a demand for this.

7           Once the train is built and the railway is

8 there, you cannot unbuild it.  There's no way that you

9 can recover the cost.  It will ruin -- if placed, it

10 will ruin the Rose Canyon natural habitat.  Rose Canyon

11 has also a severe seismological fault, earthquake

12 potential.  You don't want to be digging 150 feet below

13 the surface of the pre-existing land in order to put a

14 tunnel for a train.

15           The frequency of the trains will produce

16 intolerable noise pollution.  It's estimated that up to

17 134 per day will pass through this area.  Overhead wires

18 will be utilized for the electrical source.  This is in

19 contrast to what is going on today, in the city, when

20 street wires for overhead telegraph poles are being put

21 below the ground; so we bury some wires and now we're

22 going to construct others for the train.

23           The cost cannot possibly be met by its usage.

24 If there is going to be a railway construction, it

25 should be placed down pre-existing freeways such as



16

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litigation Services

1 I-15, Route 8, Interstate 5; for example, Chicago,

2 Illinois, which has got some of its main freeways next

3 to the elevated subway tracks in that particular area.

4           The proximity of HSR to pre-existing homes

5 will harmfully affect real estate values.  Earlier

6 Rose Canyon studies, to place a passenger station there

7 showed that too few a number of people were riding to

8 justify the cost of even putting in a station.  It was

9 found by the study that it would be cheaper for those

10 who would use the station to buy them each a

11 35,000-dollar car than it would be to construct the

12 station, which is largely going to stand vacant most of

13 the time.

14           The sprawling city villages of San Diego, with

15 its random geometrics, is not dictated either.  There is

16 no -- literally, no urban center to which the train can

17 take people since employment skirts the entire county.

18 This cannot pay for itself.  Thank you.

19           SANDRA LIPPE - RESIDENT:  Thank you for coming

20 to University City.  I wish we could take you on a tour

21 of Rose Canyon, an escape to nature next to an urban

22 glass and concrete city to the north and our suburban

23 area to the south.  I endorse the idea of high-speed

24 rail for travel.  But I can tell you this, that

25 Rose Canyon isn't the route you need.  You would be
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1 better served to pursue the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

2 and do a full study and EIR of this choice.

3           Presently, Amtrak is a connection with history

4 and fits into the Rose Canyon environment.  High-speed

5 rail, with 134 trains a day, question mark, two new

6 high-speed rail tracks on the north side of existing

7 tracks, question mark, multiple overhead wires and large

8 poles, question mark, a 12-foot high chain-link fence,

9 question mark, tunneling in an earthquake fault area,

10 question mark, 150 feet double-track tunnel, question

11 mark.  You have to be kidding.

12           Think of high-speed rail on the I-15 corridor

13 rather than the winding route through Rose Canyon.  It

14 will be faster, less expensive, with less noise impact

15 on the two-legged animals.  We humans -- us humans,

16 excuse me, will be a perfect fit as Mission Valley

17 grows.  The trolleys are already running to and through

18 Qualcomm.  Rose Canyon is the best blood pressure

19 medicine to be found and it is free.  Please don't be a

20 party to destroying it when you have a better choice on

21 route 15, a straighter shot to Qualcomm.  Thank you.

22           PEGGY L. DALY - RESIDENT:  I'm Peggy Daly.

23 I'm a resident of University City and been there for a

24 long time.  And I've had to -- I've seen the community

25 change, and I understand there is a need for growth.
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1 That should also be tempered with ensuring that the

2 quality of life is maintained for those residents who

3 live there for specific reasons.  And I am in favor of a

4 high-speed rail system.  I think in the future, when gas

5 prices go through the roof, that this may be

6 economically feasible and necessary for people to change

7 their habits.

8           I do have a problem with a transfer point

9 being located in the UTC area for several reasons.  One,

10 is that already our infrastructure is overloaded.  This

11 would just add more problems to the existing area and

12 the existing problem.  It does not make sense to have a

13 transfer point here because it is so close to the

14 station or to the terminals anyway.  An intermediate

15 point that has the infrastructure would make far more

16 sense.

17           For example, Solana Beach Trolley Station.

18 That is a transfer point.  Miramar, Qualcomm Stadium,

19 which may become defunct as the Chargers move out of it,

20 anyway.  That would be an ideal place.  Once again, it

21 is the quality of life for those who already live there.

22 We shouldn't suffer for the sake of transient population

23 just passing through.  So, with that, I urge you to

24 reconsider the location.  Thank you very much.

25           JIM TREADWAY - RESIDENT:  I'm against having
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1 the high-speed rail go through Rose Canyon because of --

2 it's a natural state -- the power poles and the noise,

3 and all of that, unless it goes underground.  Of course,

4 which then it doesn't matter.  I think that's the basic

5 point.  I live on the canyon itself.  So I don't want to

6 look out on elevated wires and so forth.  Thank you.

7           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  I wanted to say

8 that I really think that the high-speed rail is an

9 outstanding idea.  It's excellent.  Basically, I believe

10 that California and the entire country is way overdue

11 for something like that.  It's just -- because I know

12 that something like this actually was proposed back in

13 1976.

14           And, in fact, there was -- the Japanese

15 actually wanted to put it in between Los Angeles and San

16 Diego and a lot of the people along the I5 corridor

17 picked up murder over it and said that they -- said it

18 wasn't needed.  And a lot of those people, actually,

19 were driving their cars instead.  And at that time,

20 they, basically, wanted more lanes in the freeway

21 instead.  And the thing is that that didn't really solve

22 the problem.

23           And that's, basically, why I certainly feel

24 very strongly that the high-speed rail is really needed

25 here in this country.  Because I've seen -- I've been on
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1 the rail -- the Acela train back east, between Boston,

2 New York, and Washington D.C., and I found that it's

3 really, really comfortable.  And it's just -- even

4 though it's just a little bit faster than the regular

5 Amtrak trains, but still -- I mean, it's -- I mean, you

6 get on that thing and, I mean, it basically -- you get

7 into places like Washington D.C. and Philadelphia, and

8 even Boston, Massachusetts, quicker than the regular

9 Amtrak trains.

10           And it's just -- and with this -- I know that

11 with the TGV and the train that actually operates

12 between London and Paris that -- I think it's either 320

13 or 350 mile trip in an hour and 20 minutes.  And it's

14 incredibly fast.  In fact, even when that started

15 running, within about a week the airlines, like British

16 Airways and British Midland Airways, that operated

17 airways between Heathrow and Gatwick to Charles de

18 Gaulle Airport and Paris Orly Airport in Paris, noticed

19 that there was a drastic reduction in the amount of

20 people flying.

21           Because the thing is, is that with this

22 high-speed rail that they have, it goes from the center

23 of one city right into the heart of -- the center of

24 another.  So people don't have to take taxis or take

25 trains either to or from those airports.  And it's --
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1 and even Ireland, where I'm from, a lot of people take

2 the train rather than drive.  And one of the reasons is

3 being high gas prices they have there.  But the other

4 reason being is that it's more -- as well as, it's

5 quicker.  It's noted in Dublin to have a light rail

6 system that connects the two main rail stations.  It

7 connects Connolly Station, that takes all the trains

8 from Northern Ireland, with -- with Heuston Station,

9 that takes all the trains from Southern Ireland as well.

10           And when they put in that light rail system,

11 it was a fabulous idea, what they did.  And, eventually,

12 that light rail system is going to go all the way to

13 Dublin International Airport and the other end of

14 Dublin, so it will take -- for people that work at

15 Dublin Airport and have to -- have to drive to and from

16 their jobs, it will take an enormous amount of traffic

17 off of the streets of Dublin.

18           In fact, Dublin was listed in the

19 Guinness Book of World Records as having the world's

20 worst traffic jams.  And it was -- and the city where

21 I'm from, they're considering the train now that goes up

22 to the town of Ennis, they're considering -- they're

23 seriously considering of doing a loop on that and having

24 it go right into Shannon International Airport, which is

25 about 15 miles north of Shannon Airport.  And if they do
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1 that, I mean, for the people that work at Shannon, that

2 commute between Ennis and Shannon everyday, it will take

3 a considerable amount of traffic off of the road.  So

4 I'm totally convinced that the rail does work and I

5 strongly support this rail here in California.

6           EILEEN CARMAN - RESIDENT:  My neighborhood is

7 called Mira Mesa.  My neighborhood is the most populous

8 neighborhood in the entire City of San Diego.  My

9 neighborhood is totally forgotten, time, after time,

10 after time, by any types of improvements such as this.

11           A number of years ago Gray Davis wrote me a

12 letter saying he had put $89 million into his budget to

13 bring light rail to Mira Mesa off the 8 up to the 15.

14 The money was redirected into building trolley lines to

15 San Diego State University instead.

16           I feel that we are a forgotten community.  We

17 need to secede from San Diego.  Since we are forgotten

18 we get the least police patrols.  We have the most crime

19 in San Diego right now because our neighborhood up there

20 is totally impacted by overpopulation.  We will not get

21 this unless we scream and yell and protest and scream

22 and yell some more.

23           This light rail system needs to have a stop at

24 Mira Mesa Boulevard, or very close, so that we also have

25 access to it in a reasonable manner.  We don't need to
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1 go to Miramar Road because that's pure businesses.  The

2 most people live north of Mira Mesa Boulevard -- I mean,

3 off Miramar Road up near Mira Mesa Boulevard.  It's

4 totally impacted.  It's ghetto-ish now because we have

5 no services like that.  The buses in San Diego are the

6 worst buses system -- it's the worst bus system in the

7 whole of the metropolitan in California.

8           We don't get good service.  We don't get

9 timely service and we don't even have extended hours

10 service.  Buses come too late for me to hop a bus to go

11 to work.  I have to be at work at 6:00 a.m. and there's

12 no way catching a 5:20 bus and connecting to two others

13 would get me to my work on time.  Having something like

14 this I could probably make it.  But, you know, it's up

15 to them to bring it to my neighborhood.  Thank you.

16           LISA BREZINA - RESIDENT:  Basically, I want

17 you to consider going down the I-15 corridor versus

18 cutting through Rose Canyon and University City, either

19 I-15 or 163.  I think I-15 at Qualcomm Stadium is an

20 alternative route that's not being considered.  That's

21 my major comment.  I feel very strongly about it, going

22 through Rose Canyon, through that area, at University

23 City, I would like to see it just go south or north on

24 the I-15.

25           (The comments concluded at 6:45 p.m.)
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       REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

            CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

             RAMADA LIMITED, SAN DIEGO AIRPORT

               WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Reported by:  Mirosalva Olguin, CSR No. 12959
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1      REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING,

2 commencing at Ramada Limited, San Diego Airport,

3 1430 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, California, on

4 Wednesday, October 14, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., before

5 Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 12959

6 for the State of California.

7

8

9                       I N D E X

10 SPEAKERS:                                         PAGE

11 William W. Berry                                   3

San Diego, CA 92107

12 berry.bill@ earthlink.net

13 Judith A. Swink                                    6

2289 Caminito Pasada, #106

14 San Diego, CA 92107

15 Jay Shumaker                                       7

4904 N. Harbor Ave, #205

16 San Diego, CA 92106

17 Richard Wolf                                       8

1821 Calle Delicada

18 La Jolla, CA 92037

19 Dennis Spillane                                    10

1821 Calle Delicada

20 La Jolla, CA 92037

21 Carolyn Chase                                      10

Sierra Club of San Diego

22

Anthony Lynch                                      11

23

Unidentified Speaker                               12

24 (No personal information given)

25
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1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2009

2

3           WILLIAM W. BERRY - RESIDENT:  First, about the

4 amount of voltage in the catenary.  Higher voltage could

5 result in higher sparks, larger sparks.  Larger sparks

6 can result in a greater radio frequency provocation so

7 that it could conceivably interfere with other

8 electronic equipment which may be there.

9           So, my suggestion is that we consider, instead

10 of 25,000 volts, maybe some value less than that; the

11 lesser the voltage, the less of the impact.  Okay.

12 Comment number one.

13           Comment number two, the current grade goes

14 through Rose Canyon and what is called the Elvira area,

15 E-L-V-I-R-A.  Elvira is a checkpoint for the current

16 LOS/SAN grade railroad.  And what it does is it -- it's

17 a place where trains come around the corner and they

18 wind around and they go from a double-track to a

19 single-track that's existing.

20           The reason for that, that trains have to

21 negotiate a very curvy path and they must slow down

22 considerably.  Is there any way that the high-speed rail

23 party and the LOS/SAN group can get together to

24 straighten the rails out on all of those, plus the

25 forthcoming San Diego trolley, which will go up through
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1 the same area.

2           Third comment is synchronization.  What

3 efforts are being made to synchronize high-speed rail

4 schedules with all other transportation venues.  For

5 example, the LOS/SAN corridor versus the high-speed

6 corridor.  And I've ridden that many, many times.  What

7 we do not want to do is we do not want to have a train

8 show up at a station and then passengers have to sit

9 there and wait, wait, wait, wait because the train,

10 which they're supposed to catch, is five hours later.

11 Okay.  Or if it's not that, some other plane,

12 aircraft -- going through aircraft -- going through

13 airports it's the same problem.

14           Let's see, what else was there.  My mind

15 suddenly went blank.  I have to think about it a little

16 bit.  I think that's about it for now.  If there's

17 anything else I'll go ahead and get in touch with you.

18           What engineering considerations have been put

19 in place for power failure?  And there's five different

20 aspects to that question.

21           First, a power failure which -- a global one,

22 one which covers where the train is and the stations

23 around it so it cannot supply itself.  Second off, a

24 local power failure in a block of track so that -- a

25 train is going onto a track, the new block, has no
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1 power.  What happens?  Okay.  Does the train come to a

2 sudden stop or does it slow down, or how would that

3 happen?

4           Third, is there any technology, which exists,

5 for energy storage in the train so that -- to mitigate

6 some power failures.  Fourth, is there a diesel system

7 which could cut in to allow the train to get back to the

8 next station.  It doesn't need to be diesel, but some

9 other power system other than electricity.  And it's

10 obvious I'm an engineer, so I'm asking dumb little

11 questions like this.

12           And there was another one, too.  But these are

13 just questions which I have because the -- I would hate

14 to find a situation where a train is in a tunnel and

15 there's a power failure.  That is scary to a whole bunch

16 of people.  There has to be a means for the train to get

17 out of the tunnel into the fresh air before it stops

18 moving.  And, of course, the engine in the train, this

19 backup engine, if you will, has got to be designed so

20 that it does not provide any additional pollution to the

21 train -- to the passengers while they are in the tunnel.

22           I have had the privilege of being in a tunnel

23 where power has been lost, and it's not fun.  So that's

24 the reason why I'm asking these questions, here, and

25 hoping that somebody might come up with answers, so that
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1 these concerns can be allayed, if wrong.

2           Another concern is onboard the train itself.

3 What are the staffing levels going to be for persons?

4 For example, you have -- in an aircraft you have a

5 flight attendant, you have a pilot, and so forth.  I

6 would expect you would probably have something like that

7 in this train, right?  And if so, how many?  And what

8 will their responsibilities be, "A," during normal

9 operations and, "B," during an emergency operation such

10 as loss of power?  Okay.  Thank you.

11           JUDITH A. SWINK - RESIDENT:  First, I want to

12 make clear that I'm a strong supporter of the concept.

13 But my concern is the apparently preferred route through

14 Rose Canyon and the I-5 corridor.  I think that's an

15 inappropriate direction to go and I want to make certain

16 that the EIR/EIS process gives equal weight to studying

17 the continuing down the I-15 corridor to Qualcomm

18 Stadium, and then to downtown.  And, actually, that's

19 about it.

20           I think it's a great idea.  I think it's way

21 overdue.  However, the I-5 corridor already has Amtrak,

22 will have the mid coast trolley before too many years

23 have passed, as well as Interstate 5.  I think it's at

24 least eight lanes now.  And Rose Canyon is an earthquake

25 fault, which is why the north and south lanes of I-5
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1 through there are displaced with the western sector

2 being higher than the eastern sector of I-5, going from

3 Mission Bay north through Rose Canyon.

4           Rose Canyon itself is an extremely valuable

5 ecological resource as well as recreational resource.

6 And I think trying to jam too many things through the

7 area where Rose Canyon joins -- I mean, Rose Canyon, in

8 part, goes east/west and joins -- Rose Canyon where I-5

9 goes through and the Amtrak goes through is heavily,

10 heavily constrained, and there are hikers and

11 bicyclists, as well as wildlife, who use the connection

12 from Rose Canyon through Mission Bay.  There's a creek

13 that flows into Mission Bay from Rose Canyon.

14           So these are all high value recreational

15 resources.  And I just -- I think that that's not the

16 right direction to go.  But at minimum, the direct route

17 down I-5 to Qualcomm and then downtown San Diego, via a

18 tunnel, I know the technology is there.  It needs to be

19 given equal weight in evaluating all of the necessary

20 factors.

21           I wanted to add a comment of appreciation for

22 the way this process is set up, and your transcription

23 here, which really facilitates comments for the people.

24           JAY SHUMAKER - RESIDENT:  Clearly, there will

25 be a public movement to both redevelop -- I'm sorry --
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1 to relocate the airport in favor of a two-runway airport

2 at Miramar, probably East Elliot, and to privately

3 finance the redevelopment of the Lindbergh Field site.

4 Therefore, any high-speed rail should pass through

5 Miramar, and probably stop at Miramar, and continue, if

6 required, to downtown San Diego on the 15 corridor.

7           I think you could say -- I think we should add

8 that the trends of the rural economy are not in our

9 favor.  If we wait too long to issue bonds in dollars,

10 we run the risk of no one would invest in them because

11 of the relative value of the dollar relative to all the

12 other rural currencies, especially the Bric countries,

13 B-R-I-C, and the Arab and Japanese currency adds urgency

14 to the planning.  And to lose sight of the value --

15 potential value of the real estate on the waterfront and

16 the potential of the East Elliott site, E-L-L-I-O-T-T,

17 is to sacrifice -- literally sacrifice the future.

18           On the other hand, the combination of private

19 redevelopment on the waterfront and airport revenue

20 bonds for a two runway airport adds up to a -- not to a,

21 but to wealth creation proportionate to our current

22 financial difficulties.

23           RICHARD WOLF - RESIDENT:  First, the

24 integration between rail and air, a major benefit to

25 this, as we see it, is to eliminate both flights from
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1 Lindbergh to LAX and road traffic along the I-5/405

2 corridor between San Diego and LAX.  And we would like

3 to see a customer experience that allows me to check my

4 bags at the San Diego terminus of the high-speed rail,

5 collect my boarding pass.  When I arrive at Union

6 Station, my bags are transferred automatically from the

7 shuttle to the airport.  When I arrive at the airport,

8 my bags are given to the airplane -- airline for me, and

9 I just have to take my boarding pass and go to security.

10 And the next time I see my bags is when I arrive at my

11 destination.

12           I'd like to see the same thing in reverse.  If

13 I'm flying from Chicago to Los Angeles, connecting down

14 to San Diego, I would like to see my bags arrive in

15 San Diego without me having to do anything with them.

16           We'd also like to see that the right-of-way

17 for the high-speed train also provides a corridor for

18 bicycle travel as well, bicycle trails adjacent to the

19 right-of-way.  I also had some concern about the impact

20 on the environment within the San Diego region,

21 particularly Rose Canyon.  It's a delicate environmental

22 area, close to a lot of people, as well as the wildlife

23 that live there.  It's a difficult alignment, in my

24 opinion, through Rose Canyon.  I would rather see it

25 come all the way down to I-5 and then along I-8 to reach
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1 downtown rather than up through Rose Canyon.  That's it.

2           DENNIS SPILLANE - RESIDENT:  One of the things

3 that we would like to be sure is that the trains

4 themselves are bicycle friendly and allow us an

5 opportunity to utilize our bicycle mode of

6 transportation at both our arrival and departure

7 locations.

8           CAROLYN CHASE - SIERRA CLUB:  Well, my first

9 comment is on the displays that show the different

10 right-of-ways for at-grade arterial and on hillsides.

11 The charts should tell the public what the maximum

12 right-of-way is in each of those illustrations.  Right

13 now it shows the widths for some of the sections and it

14 shows the right-of-way dimensions, but it doesn't tell

15 us how wide it really needs to be.  So that's my first

16 comment.

17           My second comment is adding additional tracks

18 to where the existing LOS/SAN corridor rail is, is

19 adding insult to injury just because there's already a

20 rail line there.  That rail line was put there, what, in

21 the late 19th Century, and by no means is in an

22 environmentally preferred routing.  If the high-speed

23 rail, if it's going to be underground at University Town

24 Center, it needs to stay underground.  And it could

25 perhaps go underground until it could rise up into the
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1 median of I-5 and then go downtown.

2           But it really needs to get out of the canyon

3 because the environmental impacts are atrocious.  And I

4 don't believe that there is room for both the high-speed

5 rail right-of-away and other right-of-ways that they may

6 be planning.  We need to get beyond the thinking that

7 just because there's a rail line there, that means you

8 ought to put more rail lines there.  That's the wrong

9 way to approach it.

10           An environmental review was never done for

11 that original rail line and the impact would be

12 completely unacceptable.  Thank you.

13           ANTHONY LYNCH - RESIDENT:  What I would like

14 to add to that is that I did notice that the high-speed

15 rail, it's -- basically, it's going to go in a

16 southwesterly direction off of Interstate 15 to

17 Scripps Ranch area.  And I would like to add that what

18 is needed as a feeder service for the high-speed rail is

19 the second route of the coaster that was proposed by the

20 City of San Diego back in -- I believe back in 2000,

21 that would run from the Santa Fe Depot, southbound, down

22 to 32nd Street Naval Base and then go all the way up the

23 middle of the Interstate 15 corridor, making one stop at

24 each community, going in both directions, to Escondido.

25 And that would be needed as a feeder service for the
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1 high-speed rail.  Thank you.

2           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The route should end

3 down at the Qualcomm Stadium -- off the 15 to Qualcomm

4 Stadium instead of zigzagging around to get to UTC and

5 downtown.  Thank you.

6

7           (The proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)

8                          * * * *
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1                     REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3           I, Mirosalva Olguin, Certified Shorthand

4 Reporter for the State of California, do hereby certify:

5

6           That the foregoing proceedings were reported

7 stenographically by me and were transcribed through

8 computerized transcription under my direction; that the

9 foregoing is a true and accurate record of the

10 proceedings taken at that time.

11

12           In witness whereof I have subscribed my name

13 this ______ day of ______________________, 2009.

14

15                     ________________________________

                    MIROSALVA OLGUIN

16                     CSR No. 12959

                    For the State of California
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